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E
stablished in 1995, Indochina Travel Services (ITS) was one of the first tour
companies authorized by the Viet Nam National Tourism Authority, and has a
distinguished reputation of providing quality journeys throughout Southeast Asia.

We are an innovative destination tour company, who for more than 17 years, has provided
expert quality consultancy to create the finest tour and travel itineraries, while maintaining
our goal of 100% customer satisfaction and vision of sustainable development.

Our headquarters is in Ha Noi, with operational offices in Da Nang and Ho Chi Minh City, and
network offices in Cambodia, Laos and Myanmar. We have marketing offices in Toronto and
Los Angeles, and are the Canadian GSA for Vietnam Airlines.

DESTINATION EXPERTISE

Indochina is our home - ITS provides expert
consultancy to create the finest travel
itineraries. Our programs include the must-
see natural and historic highlights, plus
some alternative attractions that encourage
discovery of the local life and culture,
without manipulated shopping stops.

DEDICATED PROFESSIONAL STAFF &

SERVICE

ITS’ highly trained and professional
employees are dedicated to providing you a
wide range of quality services tailored to
meet your needs. Our ‘Quick-Response
Policy’ (48 hour turn-around), ensures
immediate attention to your requests and
business requirements. 

Our Guides are passionate and personable
local experts - giving your clients more
insights and information than can be found
in any guidebook!

COMPETITIVE PRICING 

Our established strong buying power offers

you both competitive prices and value-
added extras. 

LOCAL DELIGHTS 

ITS has developed hidden gems - offering
unique, intimate and interactive experiences
for your clients. Our innovative programs can
include home visits, tours of local
businesses, meeting artisans, cooking and
craft lessons, expert lecturers, and other
cultural immersion experiences. 

ON-SITE SUPPORT & SECURITY

We coordinate closely with the embassies,
airlines, and international medical care
providers. Our mobile telephone numbers
are available all day, every day.

ITS Ltd. is registered and licensed in Viet Nam
by the Viet Nam Administration of Tourism,
and is a proud member of IATA (The Air
Transport Association), ASTA (American
Society of Travel Agents), USTOA (United
States Tour Operators Association) and IAGTO
(International Association of Golf Tour
Operators).
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ITS is dedicated to providing excellent service and
value for unsurpassed customer satisfaction. 

Our goal is to be your partner in offering the best
travel experiences in Indochina.

Mrs. Tran Thi Thuy, Managing Director 

IN THIS BROCHURE

We have included a brief description of Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos &
Myanmar, and an outline of our most popular tour programs. Contact us
for the full descriptive, detailed itineraries, as well as information on other
sites and activities. Qualified tour operators can request to receive our
price list, and register as an agent partner on our website 
www.itsvietnam.com.
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HOTELS & ACCOMMODATIONS

ITS offers a wide range of accommodations, ranging from deluxe 5-star
city hotels and luxury resorts, to more moderate, economical hotels. We
also offer clean and reliable cultural accommodations including overnight
trains, guesthouses, retreats and homestays. The strength of our volume
and local relationships assures you the best property for the best value,
regardless of your budget.

TRANSPORTATION

Groups travel in deluxe, air-conditioned modern motorcoaches (mostly
Hyundai or Daewoo), equipped with reclining seats, and a modern PA
system. For smaller groups, or when conditions or the terrain dictate,
travel may be in minivans (Ford, Toyota, Mercedes) or 4WD vehicles.

FITs travel in chauffeured late-model cars or minivans. 

Train travel is also available in Viet Nam for those who seek an alternative,
or more local method of travel and exploration. ITS can arrange day trips
or overnight trains (a popular way to explore Viet Nam).

Overnight Cruises are becoming increasingly popular. In addition to day
cruises, ITS offers over-night cruise excursions in Ha Long Bay, through
the Mekong Delta, and in Myanmar.

ITS can arrange other modes of transportation including both public and
chartered ferries, boats, motorcycles, taxis, and even hot air balloons ! 

AIR FLIGHTS

ITS is the appointed sales agent in Viet Nam as well as Canadian GSA for
Viet Nam Airlines, allowing us to offer you the best domestic air service
(for both groups and individuals) at the best rates. ITS works with all
Indochina regional carriers.

MEALS

ITS can accommodate and include the meal service of your choice -
breakfast only, or add lunches and/or dinners. We can arrange set menus
for speed and economy, or arrange for full a la carte service for groups or
individuals. 

We encourage the sampling of our local Viet Namese cuisine, and can include
tastings as part of your tour program, accompanied by lectures on Viet Namese
traditions and produce. Our market shopping trips and cooking classes
are very popular!

SIGHTSEEING, ACTIVITIES & MORE

ITS is the local expert. We can recommend and arrange just the sightseeing
highlights, or also include the hidden pleasures and points of interest our
decades of experience have discovered. Our curious and investigative local

staff is always searching what is new, and happy to share those
possibilities with you - such as the recently opened caves in Phong Nha-
Ke Bang National Park, or the latest Pho cooking class in Ho Chi Minh City.

ITS advocates interactive and cultural immersion activities. We can arrange
everything from classes, lectures, and workshop visits to hands-on cooking
and craft demonstrations and much, much more! 

Sports activities choices also abound - and ITS can arrange soft or
strenuous adventure trips that include everything from golf to scuba
diving to trekking in the northern mountains. 

ITS invites you to experience the best of the region - see the natural
wonders, meet the people, and discover the cultures that make Indochina
a wonderful place to explore.
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• ITS is a wholesaler, servicing only tour agents

• We are local - with offices through Viet Nam 
and Indochina

• Airline Ticketing & Service, providing tickets 
for Groups & FITs. We are a GSA for Vietnam 
Airlines 

• Excellent program design with no shopping 
tracks, less touristy attraction and local life 
discovery 

• Local consultancy resources in Viet Nam and 
Indochina 

• Flexible and available to take personal care of 
your clients

• Coordination with Embassies, Airlines, and 
International medical care providers. 

WE ARE DEDICATED TO CUSTOMER 

SERVICES AND SATISFACTION

THE ITS DIFFERENTIAL

0�/���23/�4�
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TOURS

ITS offers a variety of tour itineraries for both Groups and FITs. Our
tours are led by one of our experienced travel guides, and include
accommodations, transportation, sightseeing, admissions, daily
breakfast and often lunch as well. In addition, ITS includes our
special unique extras to provide an intimate look into the true
culture of the area.

ITS itineraries are crafted with care to include the highlights and hidden
pleasures only our local expertise can provide. We have exclusive access
to unique, private, and interactive experiences, including home visits,
lectures, classes, sports events and even weddings and religious
ceremonies. Our itineraries are designed to include the highlights of
each region, but are open to customization to suit your client’s budget,
schedule and taste.

Our general interest tours are shown in this brochure, but ITS also has
a wide variety of Special Interest tours including for history, golf,
photography, cooking, trekking, diving, beach holidays and more! 

CUSTOM TOURS

ITS can customize any tour program to suit your clients’ needs and
interests. We can add golf or cooking classes into an existing itinerary,
or perhaps in-depth history lectures to accommodate a special study
or religious group - the itinerary possibilities are endless!

Have a special group - give us a description of the group and their
interests, and we will design and provide an itinerary created
specifically for them, including FAM tours.

ITS also works with the M.I.C.E. market to provide incentive programs
and handle meetings as well.

PACKAGES

ITS provides Group and FIT packages for those wanting less inclusive
travel programs. Some of our more popular packages are:

Shore excursions: A variety half-day to overnight packages are
available from most Viet Nam ports of call including Ha Long, Hue, Da
Nang, Nha Trang, Vung Tau and Ho Chi Minh City. These include
roundtrip transportation from the ship. We can also create pre and post
tour packages.

Self-Drive Vacations: A ‘Caravan Tour’ designed for a group of
FITs travelling together, and wanted the freedom of their own cars.

Accommodations: Select hotel including airport and/or train station
transfers

Airport VIP Services: Airport meet and greet, transfers and visa
services

Air Flights: Air ticketing services for both FITs & Groups in Viet Nam
and Indochina 

Guides Services: City & National guides are available who speak a
variety of languages including English, French, Chinese, and Dutch.

ITS can create Group and FIT tours and packages to include
accommodations, transportation and sightseeing... 

CUSTOM PACKAGES

Choose to include just the services you want - sightseeing,
accommodations, transportation, or any combination. These can be
fully escorted, locally hosted, or truly independent. 
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ITS GUIDES

At ITS, our tour escorts are truly local experts.
We have a staff of dedicated profession tour
leaders who can not only show your client the
best sights, but also give them in-depth local
knowledge to enhance the experience and visit
to Indochina.

Some guides are generalists, other have a
specialty background such as historians,
naturalists, or sports enthusiast. We will assign
the tour guides that will best suit your chosen
itinerary and the personality of your clients.

Dr. Hoanh - German speaking guide
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AT A GLANCE

Size 127,880 sq. miles; 2026 miles of coastline

Population 80 million

Language Vietnamese; French & English are widely spoken

Time Zone GMT + 7 hours

Currency Office currency is the Dong, but US dollars are 
widely accepted

Visa Required. Obtain in advance or upon arrival 

MAP OF  VIET NAM
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LOCATION & GEOGRAPHY

Set along the eastern coast of the Indochinese Peninsula, Viet Nam faces the South East
Sea, and borders China, Cambodia, and Laos to the north and west. 

A relatively small country (about the size of Italy), Viet Nam’s geography is remarkably
varied and complex. The country is S-shaped - broad in the north and very narrow in
the center, where at one point (Quang Binh province) it is only 30 miles wide. Three-
quarters of the country consists of mountains and hills. The highest peak, Mt. Fansipan,
is 10,309 ft. is part of the Hoang Lien Son Mountains in the northwest, and the Truong
Son Mountains are the backbone of the country, running almost the length of the
country along the border with Laos and Cambodia. Viet Nam has two major deltas - the
Red River Delta in the north, which includes Ha Noi, and the famous Mekong Delta that
covers the southern portion of the country. Viet Nam is over 1000 miles long, with more
than 2000 miles of scenic coastline. 

CLIMATE & SEASONS

Viet Nam is in a Northern Hemisphere, with a tropical monsoon type climate. October
to March, the winter monsoon winds comes from the northeast, bringing chillier
temperatures to the provinces north of Nha Trang, but dry and warm temperatures
to the south. From April to October, the southwestern monsoon brings warm, humid
weather to the whole country except for those areas sheltered by mountains, such
as coastal lowlands and Red River Delta. Northern Viet Nam has a cooler season, with
occasion frost and snow on the highest northern mountains. In the southern Viet
Nam, the lowlands are sheltered from outbreaks of colder northerly air and the dry
season is warm to hot with much sunshine. Viet Nam has a single rainy season (May-
September) that brings abundant rainfall; with rain infrequent and light during the
remainder of the year. 

You can visit Viet Nam any time of the year, always finding sun somewhere. The high
tourist season is Octorber to March, though disruptive storms can occur in the center of
the country from September to December. The best time for the central coast beaches
is May and August, and Autumn is the best time to find clear sky in Ha Long Bay.

TRAVEL ACCESS & GATEWAYS 

Viet Nam is extremely accessible, with three international gateways - Ha Noi in the
north, Da Nang in the center, and Ho Chi Minh City in the south. Direct flights are
available from major Indochina cities, as well as Hong Kong, Singapore, Beijing, Seoul,
Sydney, Los Angeles, Paris, and beyond. The best domestic carrier is the national airline,
Vietnam  Airlines, offering a network of domestic flights. Internal travel is done by road
and train, with boats and ferries also available for transportation and touring. 
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Viet Nam is a cultural wonderland with a vast
history influenced by the Chinese, French, and
Americans. The country has 1000 miles of
spectacular coastline, with topography ranging
from mountainous jungles to white sand
beaches, and rice paddies to rainforests.  



HISTORY

Viet Nam is an ancient land with more than four thousand
years of history - a complex series of kingdoms and dynasties,
invasions and resistance, occupation and independence.
During the Bronze Age, the Viet people began their modern
day history in the northern Red River Delta heartland,
moving down from the mountainous highlands to cultivate
the plains. They developed a unique and distinct civilization
(the Dong Son culture) with a high level of artistic and
technical skill. In approximately 200 BC, invaders came from
the north, leading to over a thousand years of Chinese
domination. 

In the 10th century AD, the Vietnamese won their freedom
and created the independent state of Dai Viet. Ruling
regional feudal dynasties came and went, with threats
always looming from invading Chinese and Mongolian
forces. By the 18th century, the country was united under
the Nguyen Dynasty, the last royal dynasty in Viet Nam. The
next invaders came a hundred years later; in 1884, the
French established a controlling colonial government over
Viet Nam. After another century, local resistance eventually
over threw the French colonization, as well as Japanese
occupation attempts, to establish the Democratic Republic
of Viet Nam on September 2, 1945. French aggression
continued until the 1954 Geneva Agreement basically
divided the country; with the Democratic Republic of Viet
Nam ruling the north, and the pro-French Republic of Viet
Nam controlling the south. Fighting continued, with
increased international involvement, until the American War
ended with the Paris Agreement in 1973. On April 25, 1976,
the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam was renamed into the
Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, governing both north and
south as a united Viet Nam. In 1977, Viet Nam became a
member of the United Nations.

CULTURE 

Beginning with the Dong Son civilization, the Vietnamese
have retained a distinctive and interesting culture, rich in
diverse local customs, dialects, and ways of life. Viet Nam has
its own culture, language and a highly developed
agricultural-based civilization, which has absorbed the
influences of all its occupiers to truly form something
uniquely Vietnamese. Starting with the Chinese, the
Vietnamese people incorporated Chinese influence, with
Buddhism and Confucianism infusing the cultural base with
many popular features and beliefs. Subsequent centuries of
foreign invasions and rapidly alternating balances of power
served to shape the remarkable pragmatism of the
Vietnamese people, and their assimilation of more foreign
religions and philosophies. Beliefs, ideas, systems and
cultures were absorbed and transformed into something
distinctly Vietnamese. French colonialism brought
Christianity, development of a written language, as well as
forms of artistic expression, architecture, and cuisine. The
Soviets brought the value of education, a new language
Russian and communism, and the Americans introduced
modern western culture and lifestyles. 

12 INDOCHINA TRAVEL SERVICES (ITS)  

Though united, today there are still distinct and honored ethnic cultural variations. The north is
home to numerous and diverse ethnic tribes; and the Central Highlands area is strongly influenced
by the “Montagnards,” and the mysterious and colorful cultures of the Champa-Khmer people. A
majority 84% of the population is ethnic Vietnamese, 2% are ethnic Chinese, and the remainder is
a colorful mixture of Khmers, Chams and members of the 54 ethnic minorities. As Viet Nam has
maintained evidence of these vibrant and diverse cultures, many sites have been recognized as
UNESCO Cultural Heritage sites. 

RELIGION

Four great philosophies and religions have shaped the spiritual life of the Vietnamese people:
Confucianism, Taoism, Buddhism, and Christianity. Over the centuries, these sects morphed to form
Vietnam’s Triple Religion, or Tam Giao, practiced today by more than 80% of the population.
Missionaries from Portugal, Spain, and France introduced Catholicism into Viet Nam in the 16th
century, and today Viet Nam has the highest percentage of Catholics (8-10%) in Asia outside of the
Philippines. Other religions including Caodaism, Hinduism, and Islam also add to the colorful
religious mix of Viet Nam.
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The Central Highlands are also mountainous, lush, and green. The Central Coastal
area has beautiful sand beaches and unspoiled islands, and was home to the ancient
Khmer and Cham kingdoms.

�������	
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The region is anchored by Ho Chi Minh City, lively and a commercial center. The
Mekong Delta makes up the majority of the region and its network of canals make
it the country’s breadbasket.

�������	
���	���

The most mountainous area of the country, full of small villages accessed only by
narrow mountain roads or hiking trails. Home to most of Vietnam’s minorities and
hill tribes, as well the bustling capital city of Ha Noi.

��������	
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T
he capital of Viet Nam, Ha Noi is the major
economic, cultural, commercial and tourist
center of the country. Blending the

modern, with the mystery and charm of past
centuries, Ha Noi offers an air of elegance and
harmony with nature. Ha Noi has preserved ancient
architectural works - old streets and over 600
pagodas and temples lying nestled in rows of trees.
Hanoi’s present architecture is mainly from the 19th
- 20th centuries, with the stately French built
section largely intact. Steep yourself in history,
tradition, and legend in this capital inhabited for
almost a millennium. The city offers a plethora of
attractions and activities - plan on staying at least
two days to see the highlights: 

Temple of Literature or Van Mieu - A temple
dating back to 1070, dedicated to the cult of
Confucius. There are peaceful walled courtyards and
graceful gateways - A great example of traditional
Vietnamese architecture.

Ho Chi Minh Memorial Complex - a museum, Ho
Chi Minh's final resting place, and Ho Chi Minh's Stilt
House, the simple two-room dwelling where he
lived from 1958 until his final days in 1969.

One Pillar Pagoda, or Chua Mot Cot - A
miniature temple made out of a single large tree
trunk, it was originally created in 1040, and then
rebuilt after destroyed by the French in 1954. It sits
in the middle of a lotus pond.

Tran Quoc Temple - a 6th century temple set in
scenic West Lake in the city center. 

Hoa Lo Prison - the infamous prison built by the
French colonists to house Vietnamese political
prisoners. During the Viet Nam War, it was dubbed
the "Ha Noi Hilton" by American prisoners of war.
Today it is a history museum. 

Hanoi’s Old Quarter - the oldest continuously
developed area of Viet Nam, highlighting more than

1000 years of history. Home to a network of narrow
alleyways known as 'The 36 Streets,’ full of local life,
selling items from fabrics to crafts to exotic
medicines. Each street was named to reflect the
specialized trade of the merchants who had shops
there - such as silk traders, jewelry, etc.

Temple of the Jade Mountain or Ngoc Son

Temple - A center of peace and harmony with a
photogenic Buddhist Walk across a painted red
wood bridge. 

Water Puppet Show - unique to northern Viet
Nam, a traditional Vietnamese art form and one of
Southeast Asia's most beautiful and complex.
Expert puppeteers stand waist deep water at the
back of a pond (usually behind a curtain) and use a
complicated system of bamboo rods, pulleys, and
levers to create the illusion that their marionettes
are walking on water. ITS includes an afternoon or
evening performance.

THIS IS A REGION RICH IN CULTURE - FILLED WITH ANCIENT TEMPLES, AND
VILLAGES THAT SPECIALIZE IN TRADITIONAL AND UNIQUE HANDICRAFTS.THE
ANCHOR OF THE NORTHERN PLATEAU IS HA NOI, VIETNAM’S CAPITAL CITY. THE
COASTLINE IS DRAMATIC AND BEAUTIFUL WITH KARST MOUNTAIN FEATURES
AND CAVES AWAITING EXPLORATION. BOTH REGIONS ARE EASY ACCESS FROM
THE CAPITAL OF HA NOI.

��.���3��.3�
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ITS HIGHLIGHT - Taste the Local Coffee in Ha Noi 

Stroll along the streets of Ha Noi, especially in the late afternoon, and you will see
the locals consuming a beverage they adore with a passion - Coffee. The country’s
colonial French roots are showing as they have embraced their love of coffee and the
cafés. In front of small shops, local bars or elegant villa - style cafes adorned with
luxurious silks and reflective wood floors - you see patrons of all ages consuming
their caffeine of choice. The most popular is ca phe den (strong black coffee), though
many prefer it with sweet milk and sugar. Americans have influenced this pastime as
well - not by bringing in Starbucks, but popularizing ca phe sua da (iced coffee),
which Ha Noi-style comes with a picturesque drip top. (Visit a local café on your Ha
Noi city tour - and enjoy a taste of the local lifestyle).

HA NOI
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A
UNESCO World Heritage Site, beautiful
Ha Long Bay is one of the new Seven
Wonders of the World. This its

picturesque blend of land and sea, covers over 580
sq. miles. The emerald waters host dolomite islets
and are bordered by some 3,000 craggy limestone
cliffs dotted with breathtaking caves and grottos
with amazing stalagmites and stalactites. ITS tours
include a half-day, full-day, or overnight cruise
aboard a traditional Chinese-style wooden junk.

MAI CHAU

I
n the northwest, Mai Chau is well known for
its traditional homes - built on stilts, with
palm-leaf roofs and bamboo floors. The

windows are large and colorfully decorated, and
each house has a pond to breed own fish. A center
for the White Thai minority, it is a wonderful place
to learn about their culture, history, traditional
dance, song, and beautiful embroidery art. The
small villages in this region are best explored on
foot, by taking a leisurely bike ride.

T
he birthplace of the Viet civilization, this
5,800-sq. mile delta is protected by a
network of dikes. It is an agriculturally rich

area with most of the land is devoted to rice
cultivation. As the annual rice-growing cycle includes
a long dormant period, many farmers had free time
to pursue other money-making ventures, leading
them to become skilled craftspeople. Craft Villages
developed, each specializing in some of a wide
variety of crafts that ranged from making conical
'non' hats to producing lacquerware. That tradition
continues to the present day, and you find many
famous ‘craft villages’ clustered in the rural areas
surrounding Ha Noi.

Ninh Binh is a part of Red River Delta, and often
referred to as “Inland Ha Long Bay.” Characterized
limestone geology that gives rise to the towering
karsts, this area is picturesque and unique. The
atmosphere is relaxed with rice fields, waterways,
and underground passages. 

THE RED RIVER DELTA 

HA LONG BAY
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DAY 1 Ha Noi to Ha Long

Arrive in Ha Noi. Transfer to Ha Long Bay with lunch 
en route. (B,L)
Overnight Ha Long

DAY 2 Ha Long Bay Cruise

Full Day Ha Long Bay scenic boat trip with lunch. (B,L)
Overnight Ha Long

DAY 3 To Hai Phong & Ha Noi 

Drive to Hai Phong for lunch and sightseeing: Du Hang 
Temple & local markets. 
Proceed to Ha Noi. Evening: Water puppet show. (B,L )       
Overnight Ha Noi

DAY 4 Ha Noi

Full Day Sightseeing:  Temple of Literature, Ho Chi Minh
Memorial Complex1, Ho Chi Minh's Stilt House, One 
Piller Pagoda, West Lake & Tran Quoc Temple. Light 
local "Pho" lunch. ‘Ha Noi Hilton,’ prison, walking tour
through Old Quarter (The 36 Streets), coffee at local 
café, Ngoc Son Temple. (B,L )       
Overnight Ha Noi

DAY 5 Depart Ha Noi

Transfer to airport. 
Tour ends. (B)
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DAY 2 Ha Long Bay Cruise

Full Day Ha Long Bay scenic boat trip with lunch. (B,L)
Overnight Ha Long

DAY 3 Ha Long to Hai Phong & Ninh Binh

Morning drive to Ninh Binh via Thai Binh. 
Afternoon sightseeing: ancient capital of Hoa Lu. Boat
trip to Tam Coc Bich Dong  or limestone mountains at
Van Long. (B,L) 
Overnight Ninh Binh

DAY 4 Ninh Binh to Mai Chau

Boat trip in Kenh Ga. Drive to Mai Chau: visit Muong 
villages & farms en route. (B,L)
Overnight  Mai Chau 

DAY 5 Mai Chau

Full Day Sightseeing: Light trekking & bike through 
villages, White Thai minority village of Poom Cong, 
Xam Khoe village. (B,L)
Overnight Mai Chau 

DAY 6 Mai Chau  to Ha Noi 

Drive to Ha Noi with lunch en route. Afternoon at leisure.
Overnight Ha Noi. (B,L )       

DAY 7 Ha Noi

Full Day Sightseeing:  Ho Chi Minh Memorial 
Complex, Ho Chi Minh's Stilt House, One Piller Pagoda, 
West Lake & Tran Quoc Temple, Temple of Literature,
Light local "Pho" lunch. “Ha Noi Hilton”, 
prison, walking tour through Ha Noi’s Old Quarter (The 
36 Streets), coffee at local café, Ngoc Son Temple. 
Water Puppet show. (B,L )       
Overnight Ha Noi

DAY 8 Depart Ha Noi

Transfer to airport. 
Tour ends. (B)
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CODE: VST-N2
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DAY 1 Ha Noi to Ha Long

Arrive in Ha Noi. Transfer to the Gulf of Tonkin and Bay 
with lunch en route. (B,L)
Overnight Ha Long 

V I E T  N A M
THE NORTHERN PLATEAU & COAST
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THE MOST MOUNTAINOUS AREA OF THE COUNTRY, IT IS IDEAL FOR
EXPLORATION AND TREKKING TRIPS. THIS LUSH AND COLORFUL REGION IS
HOME TO THE HILL TRIBE MINORITIES, 50 OF VIETNAM’S 54 ETHNIC PEOPLES
- EACH WITH UNIQUE AND DISTINCTIVE CUSTOMS, CLOTHES AND CULTURE.
ITS EXPLORES THESE VILLAGES, ENGAGING VISITORS IN THE SIMPLE WAYS
OF LIFE THAT STILL EXISTS.

��.���3��.3��

DIEN BIEN PHU

A
northwest province famous for
the bunkers left after the 1954
battle of Dien Bien Phu. Explore

the old battlefields including A1 Hill, a
tough stronghold and was headquarters of
French Former General De Castries. The Dien
Bien Museum houses a large collection of
weaponry, old photographs, and
documents. 

YEN BAI

T
his town and province are at foot
of the Hoang Lien Son Mountain
Range, with an altitude above

3200 feet, and a network of rivers and
waterfalls. Visit Yen Bai and see
breathtaking passes, hypnotizing green tea
plantations and golden rice terraces that
have been recognized as Asia’s most
beautiful terraced fields. These rugged
mountains conceal the history of countless
historic battles, and communities of ethnic
minorities whose lives have been
unchanged for centuries.

SAPA

A
remote mountain town nestled
in a spectacular valley, with an
intriguing mix of landscapes,

ethnic cultures and fresh mountain air. In
1922, the French decided to develop Sapa
into a hill station replicating an European

Alpine town, giving it one of the most
unique architectures in the region. The
H’mong and Dao people are the majority
here, but the surrounding villages are home
to more than 30 other ethnic cultures.
Neighboring villages include stunning Cat
Cat - famous for its weavers, with lush
scenery of green rice terraces and colorful
H’Muong houses. Cat Cat is an age-old
village and home to the “Black H'Mong”
ethnic group. The Ta Van village is home to
the Giay minority people. A ITS highlight is
an evening visit to the ‘Love Market,’ when
young men and women assemble to court
and sing tribal love songs.

BAC HA

A
lively and colorful mountain
town, well-known for its Sunday
Market filled with locals from

the various hill tribes - sample the simple
but unique tribe foods, and special wines
made from rice, cassavas, corn plumps,
apples, peaches, and other fruit. A popular
site is the house of King Hoang A Tuong, a
tribal mandarin during 1920’s French
colonial rule.

The Chay River - Embarking in Trung Do, ITS
often includes an exhilarating 2-hour Chay
River boat trip to view the  majestic Tay Con
Linh Mountains, breathtaking waterfalls,
beckoning caves and the bustling life along
the riverbanks.

5�2���0�/

Most ethnic minority clothing is made from
hemp, and embroidered with elaborate
decorations and designs. Most women grow
their hair long, but wrap it up in the turban of
their ethnic group. 

THE NORTHWEST
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T
he final frontier of northern Viet Nam, with a lunar-like landscape of
granite pinnacles and granite outcrops. It has pine forests, deep valets and
high mountain passes. Also called the ‘Roof of Viet Nam,’ being so far north

and bordering China. Ha Giang is the main city; with smaller villages of interest for
their lush beauty, colorful local markets, and some with an interesting blend of
European and Chinese architectural styles. Residents belong to a variety of minority
hill tribes. The main villages include Xin Man, Yen Minh, Dong Van & Meo Vac. A
fantastic place for cultural immersion, the accommodations here are basic, often
traditional-style rooms in stilt houses.

Cao Bang a remote area on the border with China. Cao Bang is sparsely populated.
It has very few large settlements but several ethnic groups in villages hardly affected
by tourism. Cao Bang vies with the remote northwest as one of the best places to
see truly authentic ethnic minority lifestyles.

Ba Be lake, the largest natural lake in Viet Nam, is surrounded by limestone cliffs,
covered by primary forests. It is the centerpiece of the extensive Ba Be National Park
where lakes, waterfalls, caves and unusual rock formations abound, along with 50
animal species include two primates, the Black Gibbon and endangered Tonkinese
'snub-nosed' monkey. This richly forested area is home to many ethnic minority
communities of the Tay, Red Dao, Coin Dao and White H’mong. The park has basic
accommodations, and the small villages offer comfortable homestays.

THE NORTHEAST

HA GIANG

CAO BANG
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DAY 1 Ha Noi to Lang Son 

Morning drive to Lang Son. Visit Tam Thanh cave, Tan 
Thanh border market, Lang Son town, and Dong Kinh 
Market. (B,L)
Overnight Lang Son

DAY 2 Lang Son to Cao Bang 

Drive north to Cao Bang. Visit the minority villages & 
Pac Bo Cave. (B,L)
Overnight Cao Bang

DAY 3 Ban Gioc Waterfall 

Full Day Sightseeing excursion to Ban Gioc Waterfall. (B,L)
Overnight Cao Bang

DAY 4 Cao Bang to Ba Be Lake  

Drive inland to Ba Be Lake. Boat trip on the lake with 
swimming stop. Lunch in local restaurant near the 
waterfall. Afternoon trek to Tay ethnic village. (B,L)
Overnight Ba Be  

DAY 5 Ba Be Lake to Ha Noi 

Drive to Ha Noi with lunch en route. Afternoon at 
leisure (B,L)
Overnight Ha Noi

DAY 6 Depart Ha Noi

At leisure until transfer hotel to airport. 
Tour ends.  (B
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DAY 1 Ha Noi to Mai Chau

Drive Ha Noi to Mai Chau. (L)  
Overnight Mai Chau

DAY 2 Mai Chau to Son La

Morning sightseeing in Mai Chau: Van and Pom Coong 
villages, see ethnic peoples. Lunch at a local private 
house. Afternoon drive to Son La. (B,L)
Overnight Son La

DAY 3 Son La to Dien Bien Phu

Morning sightseeing: Son La museum & old French 
war prison. Afternoon scenic drive to Dien Bien Phu via 
Pha Din pass. (B,L)
Overnight Dien Bien

V I E T  N A M
THE NORTHERN M

OUNTAINS

DAY 4 Dien Bien to Lai Chau

Morning sightseeing: Dien Bien Museum, French war 
battlefield, Dien Bien Phu. Afternoon drive to Lai Chau. (B,L)
Overnight Lai Chau

DAY 5 Lai Chau to Sapa

Full Day Sightseeing drive Lai Chau to Sapa. Visit 
Northern hill tribes such as H'Mong, Black Thai, Black 
Dzao, and Pazi. (B,L)
Overnight Sapa 

DAY 6 Sapa & local Villages

Morning excursion to Ta Van, visit Giay ethnic people.
Afternoon in Sapa: light trek to Cat Cat 
village (1½ mls.). Observe H'Mong ethnic group. 
Evening visit Love market. (B,L)
Overnight Sapa 

DAY 7 Sapa to Bac Ha & Yen Bai

Morning sightseeing: Bac Ha Sunday market. Visit 
H’Mong King’s House. 
Drive to Yen Bai. (B,L)
Overnight Yen Bai 

DAY 8 Yen Bai to Ha Noi

Full day scenic drive through mountains to Red River 
Delta & Ha Noi. (B,L)
Overnight Ha Noi

DAY 9 Ha Noi

Full Day Sightseeing: Temple of Literature, Ho Chi Minh 
president’s complex, One Pillar Pagoda, Presidential 
palace; West Lake, visit Tran Quoc Pagoda. Light lunch 
of Vietnamese “Pho” noodle soup. 
Afternoon: Hoa Lo prison ("Ha Noi Hilton"), walking 
tour of old quarter, special coffee stop, Ngoc Son 
Temple. Evening water puppet show. (B,L)
Overnight Ha Noi

DAY 10 Depart Ha Noi

Day at leisure until transfer to airport.
Tour ends.  (B )       
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DAY 1 Ha Noi to Nghia Lo

Depart Ha Noi for drive to Nghia Lo. Visit to Suoi Giang. (L)
Overnight Nghia Lo 

DAY 2 Nghia Lo to Mu Cang Chai & Sapa

Morning scenic drive to Mu Cang Chai - beautiful rice 
field terraces. Afternoon drive to Sapa (many photo 
stops). (B,L)
Overnight Sapa
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DAY 3 Sapa

Full Day Sightseeing:  Easy trek to Cat Cat and Ta Van 
ethnic villages. Afternoon climb to Hamrong 
Mts - panorama views, visit orchid garden. (B,L)
Overnight Sapa 

DAY 4 Sapa to Bac Ha

Morning drive to Bac Ha. Visit H'mong King's house, 
walking tour of flower H'mong village of Ban Pho. (B,L)
Overnight Bac Ha

DAY 5 Bac Ha to Xin Man & Thong Nguyen

Full Day Sightseeing: Bac Ha Sunday market, jeep ride 
to Xin Man. (B,L)
Overnight Thong Nguyen

DAY 6 Thong Nguyen to Quang Ba 

Scenic drive through mountain passes and rice fields to 
Quang Ba (Tamson). See the Double Mountains. (B,L)
Overnight Quang Ba

DAY 7 Quang Ba to Dong Van

Morning drive to Yen Minh. Visit Heaven gate, pine foest. 
Stop at Pho Cao, Sung La villages. Afternoon drive to 
Dong Van - see Dong Van Stone Plateau, H'mong King
palace. (B,L)
Overnight Dong Van

DAY 8 Dong Van to Meo Vac & Ha Giang

Morning visit Dong Van Old town. Drive to Meo Vac via
Ma Pi Leng Pass & along Nho Que River. Continue to
Ha Giang town. (B,L)
Overnight Ha Giang

DAY 9 Ha Giang to Ha Noi

Drive to Ha Noi. Arrive in afternoon.
Tour ends.  (B,L )       
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DAY 1 Ha Noi to Lao Cai 

Transfer from Ha Noi hotel to train station for overnight 
train to Sapa. 
Overnight on Train 
(Air-conditioned cabin, 2 berth deluxe cabin or 4 berth 
superior cabin)

DAY 2 Bac Ha & Sapa

Early morning arrival at Lao Cai station. Breakfast at a 
local restaurant. Drive to Bac Ha Sunday market. 
Afternoon drive to Sapa. (B,L)
Overnight Sapa

DAY 3 Sapa

Full Day Sightseeing in Sapa:  Easy trek to Cat Cat and 
Ta Van ethnic villages. Afternoon climb to Hamrong 
mountains - panorama views, orchid garden. (B,L )       
Overnight Sapa

DAY 4 Sapa to Coc Ly, Lao Cai  & Ha Noi 

Morning: Visit Coc Ly Market & Trung Do Village. 
Afternoon boat trip along Chay River. 
Drive to Lao Cai. 
Night train to Ha Noi. (B,L )       
Overnight Train 

DAY 5 Arrive Ha Noi

Early morning Ha Noi arrival. Transfer to hotel 
(or airport). 
Tour ends. 



QUANG BINH PROVINCE 

T
his region encompasses a variety of
terrain - The coast has sand dunes and
beautiful beaches with deluxe resorts,

and the inland area has spectacular mountain
scenery, forests, plains, and jungles with natural
and cultural landscapes as well as many historical
sites. Notable are Deo Ngang, Ly Hoa Pass, the
legendary Ho Chi Minh road, and Dong Hoi, which
is a good base for visiting the historic DMZ. A
popular international attraction is Phong Nha-Ke
Bang National Park with its hundreds of caves,
including Son Dong Cave, the newly-discovered
largest cave in the world, and Paradise Cave (Thien
Duong), the longest cave in Asia.

HUE

A
small city with big status this 17th
century Imperial Capital City is full of
wonderful historic sights. View the

magnificent architecture of the citadel, palaces,
pagodas and Royal tombs built under the 13
emperors of the Nguyen Dynasty – set in a poetic
background of greenery aside the banks of the
Perfume River. UNESCO has called Hue “an adorable
architectural poem.” A sightseeing highlight is the
vast Imperial Citadel complex with a Flag Tower, the
imposing Ngo Mon Gate, the Palace of Supreme
Harmony, Thai Hoa Palace, Hall of Mandarins. Do not
miss the Dong Ba market that sells national food
dishes and symbolic Non bamboo hats. 

ITS often include a cruise on the Perfume River to
visit the Thien Mu Pagoda, an elegant seven-tiered
octagonal tower , and the Tomb of Tu Duc, the
longest reigning Vienamese emperor, as well as a

village where they produce the trademark
Vietnamese coco hats.  

DA NANG

A
n important commercial port since
before the 18th century, today Da Nang
is Vietnam’s fourth largest city, and with

its international airport, gateway to central Viet
Nam. Near Da Nang is the dramatic Hai Van Pass, at
1428 feet, the highest in Viet Nam, and the beautiful
Marble Mountains.The city still has a strong
association with the ancient Cham Kingdom, and
home to the famous Cham Museum, housing the
largest collection of Cham artwork and sculpture in
the world. 

HOI AN

A
n ancient port town on the Thu Bon
River, Hoi An is now designated a
UNESCO World Heritage site, and a great

place to discover genuine Vietnamese architecture.
During the 17th to 19th century, Hoi An was an
important port of call for Dutch, Portuguese,
Chinese, Japanese and other trading vessels. Today
sections of the city look exactly as they did then,
with hundreds of houses built of precious wood in
a very original style of architecture. Take a cyclo ride
through the narrow cobblestone streets of the Old
Quarter, and spend time mingling with the local
vendors at the Hoi An Market. This is an excellent
place to spend two nights or more.

QUY NHON

M
idway between Da Nang and Nha
Trang, this expanding port city has a
diverse topography of mountains,

forests, fields, salt marshes, lagoons, rivers and a
long white sandy beach. The main attraction here,
aside from the excellent seafood, is the 15th century
Cham towers - the Thap Doi Cham Towers in town,
and the larger group of four Banh It Towers and
short drive away. Quy Nhon is also the birthplace of
18th century Vietnamese emperor Nguyễn Huệ
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THE COASTLINE, WITH OVER 1800 MILES OF BEAUTIFUL SAND BEACHES AND
UNSPOILED ISLANDS, PROVIDES PERFECT SPOTS FOR RELAXING IN THE
TROPICAL WATERS. THERE ARE ALSO CITIES AND VILLAGES WITH TRACES OF
THE ANCIENT KHMER AND CHAM KINGDOMS.

ITS HIGHLIGHT - Hue Pagodas

Pagodas are sites of peaceful prayer,
worship, and history, but they also
house resident monks and students. To
truly experience their spirituality ITS
can arrange lunch at a pagoda. Dine
with these young religious scholars and
you get an incredible insight into their
heritage and chosen lifestyle.
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DAY 1 Da Nang to Hoi An

Morning arrival into Da Nang. Visit Cham Museum.
Drive to Hoi An, arrive in afternoon. (B,L)
Overnight Hoi An

DAY 2 My Son

Morning sightseeing: My Son sanctuary. Afternoon 
sightseeing in Hoi An: merchant & ancient houses, 
Japanese covered bridge and lantern workshop. (B,L)
Overnight Hoi An 

DAY 3 Hoi An to Hue 

Morning at leisure. Afternoon drive & tour through 
Clouds Pass & fishing village. (B,L )       
Overnight Hue

DAY 4 Hue

Morning sightseeing: Boat trip on Perfume River to 
Thien Mu Pagoda. Tuduc Tomb. Afternoon sightseeing: 
Imperial Citadel and Dong Ba Market. (B,L )       
Overnight Hue  

DAY 5 Depart Hue

Transfer to Hue airport. 
Tour ends.  (B,L)



MY KHE BEACH (DA NANG) 

K
nowed as China Beach, it gained famed as a military landing
beach in the 1960s, but it is popular as a resort for this
expansive white sand beach and pristine clear water. Stay

along the beach, which offers a large selection of deluxe 4 & 5 star
resorts.

CU LAO CHAM

6
islands 20 miles from Hoi An. A UNESCO Biosphere Reserve, it is
a great natural environment of mountains, tropical beaches,
wild jungle and authentic fishing villages. This is also a notable

scuba diving center.

NHA TRANG

L
ies halfway between HCMC and Da Nang, and it is encircled
by an imposing and beautiful landscape. Palm -fringed,
white sandy beaches stretch for 4 miles, and almost

transparent waters, with rocky islands with coral reefs, offering
excellent fishing, snorkeling and scuba diving. This is Viet Nam’s
premier resort. Other attractions here include the 1000-year-old Po
Nagar Tower built by the Cham, and the National Oceanographic
Museum, a research facility housing more than 20,000 specimens.
This coast city is also known for its delicious shrimp, grouper and crab. 

LONG HAI

I
s a less commercial beach resort, just a 2-hour drive north of Ho
Chi Minh City. Aside from the pretty white sand beach, the area
offers interesting sightseeing including the caves at Minh Dam,

underground tunnels at Dia Dao, and the Chua Phap Hoa Pagoda.

MUI NE

B
each is a lively and popular 12 - mile stretch of sand with a
wide variety of hotels, resorts and restaurants. This beach is
minutes from Phan Thiet and two of the best golf courses in

Viet Nam.
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CENTRAL VIET NAM BEACHES OFFER CLEAR TURQUOISE WATER, SECLUDED
COVES, WHITE SANDS AND ARE IDEAL FOR SNORKELING, SCUBA DIVING AND
FISHING. (ITS HOLDS AN ALLOTMENT AT SELECT HOTELS AND RESORTS, TO
ASSURE AVAILABILITY FOR YOUR CLIENTS.)

THE ISLANDS

Phu Quoc

Is a resort island in the Gulf of Thailand, southwest of the
Mekong Delta, not far from the coast of Cambodia. It boasts
stunning white sandy beaches, crystal clear water and fresh
delicious seafood. It is becoming a popular holiday
destination, though still relatively unspoiled.

Con Dao

Archipelago island group was a much-feared penal colony
until 1975. Today it is a national park with good beaches, clear
water, pristine coral, lush tropical forest, flowers, coconut
groves, and few visitors. Five-star PADI scuba diving is now
available, with outstanding dive sites spotting dolphins, turtles
and dugong. This is a place for nature lovers, and an
opportunity to visit an unspoiled tropical island before
development, though accommodation options are limited.



mgallery.com
accorhotels.com

For more than 9 decades the grandiose Governor’s mansion has looked 
out across the Perfume River towards Hue’s Imperial Citadel. Now 
converted to a luxury boutique Art-Deco hotel, MGallery La Residence 
Hue Hotel & Spa still has a charm that evokes a bygone era of style and 
romance

5 Le Loi, Hue City, Vietnam
Tel: +84 54 3837 475       Email: resa@la-residence-hue.com
www.la-residence-hue.com

 
 

MEMORABLE
HERITAGE

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more than 9 decades the grandiose Gover
out across the Per

ted to a luxurconver
Hue Hotel & Spa still has a char
romance

5 Le Loi, Hue City
el: +84 54 TTe

.la-residence-hue.comwww

 
 

nor’For more than 9 decades the grandiose Gover
s Imperial Citadel. Now fume River towards Hue’out across the Per

t-Deco hotel, MGallery boutique Arted to a luxur
m that evokes a bygone era of style and Hue Hotel & Spa still has a char

, Vietname City,
3837 475       Email: resa@la-resid

.la-residence-hue.com

 
 

accorhotels.com
s mansion has looked nor’

s Imperial Citadel. Now 
y La Residence t-Deco hotel, MGaller

m that evokes a bygone era of style and 

el: +84 54 3837 475       Email: resa@la-residence-hue.com

 
 

accorhotels.com
.commgallery



30 INDOCHINA TRAVEL SERVICES (ITS)  

KON TUM

T
he northern-most towns on the
Highland plateau, pleasant, unassuming
and home to over 600 ethnic minority

villages and hamlets. The French converted most
of the population to Catholicism, and built two
church worth a visit. The small, whitewashed Tan
Huong Church was built on stilts in the 1850s.
Inside it is a gem - most of the stained glass is
original, and there is a splendid vaulted ceiling.
The better-known ‘Wooden Church’ was built in
1913, and has been carefully restored. The
stained-glass window uniquely includes both
Christian and local imagery.

BUON ME THUOT 

T
he provincial capital, home to more than
30 ethnic groups including the Ede
people. The city is set in the middle of

vast coffee plantations, and surrounded by natural
beauty including the Dray Sap waterfall and
ancient forests. Buon Me Thuot is the gateway to
Lak Lake and Yok Don National Park.

Serene Lak Lake is a 1500-acre site that shrinks to
1000 acres during the dry season. Surrounding the
lake is Jun Village, home of the traditional Jun or
M’nong Riam people, known for their traditional
rattan and wooden long houses built on short

stilts. An ITS tour highlight is travelling in a dugout
canoe across the lake and take an elephant ride
through the ethnic villages. 

To the northwest is Yok Don National Park, Viet
Nam’s largest park. It is home to ethnic groups
including the M’nong, as well as 67 species of
mammals, including elephants, tigers, and
leopards; 17 of these animal species are on the
international endangered list. Elephant riding
here is truly authentic, and multi-day safaris into
the deep forest can be arranged.

DA LAT 

A
former colonial hill station,
reminiscent of a French town, with
faded, elegant villas evocative of

another era. It is a sophisticated oasis with
international quality hotels, and golf courses.
Located high in the mountains, at nearly 5,000
feet, Da Lat’s cool climate makes it a popular local
vacation destination. The romantic lakes and
alpine scenery make it a magnet for
honeymooners.

To the south, Nam Cat Tien National Park is one of
the most biologically diverse locations in
Indochina. Possibilities for homestay
accommodation and opportunities to get close to
the communities in the area.
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THE MOUNTAINOUS CENTRAL HIGHLANDS (TAY NGUYEN) IS A SERIES OF FLAT
PLATEAU BURSTING WITH STUNNING SCENERY OF FORESTS, WATERFALLS,
LAKES, LUSH GREEN RICE FIELDS AND COFFEE PLANTATIONS. THE AREA IS
IDEAL FOR EXPLORATION AND TREKKING. 

A unique blend of more than 30
indigenous mountain tribes. Though
maintaining their individual languages
and customs, they have a similar cuisine
and housing style that unites them, and
clearly differentiates them from the hill
tribes found in the mountains of northern
Viet Nam. 

The three main highland towns, Buon
MeThuot, Pleiku and Kon Tum are
bisected by the single road that runs the
length of the Central Highlands plateau.
The main attractions throughout is the
scenery, wildlife and ethnic diversity,
along with historical sites from the
American War.

THE “MONTAGNARDS’’ 

T
he three main highland towns, Buon Me Thuot, Pleiku, Kon Tum and Da Lat are bisected by the single road that runs the length of the plateaux area. They
have a few interesting features, but the main attractions lie outside in the scenery, wildlife and ethnic diversity. All three are associated with events
occurring during the American War. ITS choses the best routes for our Central Highland tours, including the following towns:
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V I E T  N A M
THE CENTRAL HIGHLANDS 

DAY 1 Ho Chi Minh City to Lak Lake 

Depart from Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon). Drive through 
forested mountains via Buon Me Thuot. Visit Draysap 
Waterfall & Ede minorities in Tur Village. 
Afternoon arrive Lak Lake. (B,L)
Overnight Lak Lake

DAY 2 Lak Lake to  Don village & Buon Me Thuot

Morning Elephant trek through Serepok River, boat
ride across Lak Lake. Tour Yok Don National Park, visit
Ban Don village minorities. 
Late afternoon arrive Buon Me Thuot. (B,L)
Overnight Buon Me Thuot

DAY 3 Buon Me Thuot to Nha Trang

Drive to Nha Trang with lunch en route. Sightseeing in 
Nha Trang: Po Nagar Tower & Dam Market. (B,L )       
Overnight Nha Trang

DAY 4 Nha Trang to Ho Chi Minh City & Depart 

Morning sightseeing: Oceanography Museum. Boat 
trip to Mun Island - swimming, fishing, snorkeling; 
Fishing village. Late afternoon  transfer to the airport 
for evening flight to Ho Chi Minh City.
Tour ends. (B)
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HO CHI MINH CITY

S
aigon, officially named Ho Chi Minh City
(HCMC) is the commercial and financial
hub of Viet Nam and its most popular

tourist destination. This city of  more than 7 million
is a dizzying mix of old and new, uniquely Asian
and international architectural styles. Older tree-
lined streets have a vaguely French atmosphere,
while the multi-stories buildings and office blocks
show the city’s modern heritage. Ho Chi Minh City
is lively; always bustling with people and traffic,
yet still shows scars from the American War. Its
location beside the Saigon River adds to its
character and makes it a gateway for waterborne
transport to the Mekong Delta and beyond. 

Allow at least one full sightseeing day to cover the
highlights:

Reunification Hall - site of the early French
colonial masterpiece Norodom Palace, then the
Ngo Dinh Diem Presidential Palace until it was
stormed in 1975.

The War Remnants Museum - large displays of
the horrors of war; outside is an interesting
exhibition of military hardware and a mock-up an
infamous ‘tiger cages’ used in the prisons.

Chinatown (Cho Lon) - a colorful neighborhood
in the old Saigon, with the Thien Hau Pagoda,
dedicated to the goddess of the sea and 19th
century Emperor of Jade Pagoda full of elaborate
deity carvings.

Ben Thanh Market - the largest market in Saigon
it sells almost everything including food, clothes,
jewelry, live snakes, medicine, and more.

Dong Khoi Street - “Rue Catinat” was the essence
of Saigon Chic during the French colonial, full of
boutiques, bijou bars, restaurants and brasseries.
Though it descended during the last war, it has
regained much of its fashionable aura, and well
worth exploration.

The Cu Chi Underground Tunnels -1½ hour
drive outside HCMC, the original tunnels were dug
to provide cover from the French soldiers. During
the 1960s, the “Viet Cong” extended them into an
integrated 150-mile network of passages that are
five or more levels in places. Though a bit dark and
damp, it is fascinating to see the entrances, exits,
ventilation pipes, chimneys, and waste channels
all so ingeniously camouflaged and guarded by an
array of vicious booby traps.

THE MEKONG DELTA REGION

O
ne of the world’s great rivers, the
mighty Mekong, empties waters from
the Tibetan Plateau 2,800 miles away

into the South China Sea - feeding through the
Mekong Delta. This vast region covers 25,000
square miles, with hundreds of crisscrossing
waterways and canals. The delta is the life support
for millions - giving them food, work and a place
to live. A trip into the Mekong Delta provides an
excellent opportunity to experience traditional
Vietnamese rural life. See peasants working in the
rice paddies, fisherman and traders living on
houseboats, farmers  in thatch-roofed dwellings
producing tropical fruits, honey (making honey
wine), and their famed Ben Tre, coconut candy. In
-between find floating markets, water buffalo,
Khmer temples and laughing children.

VIBRANT HO CHI MINH CITY IS THE GATEWAY TO THIS VAST REGION OF THE
FAMOUS MEKONG DELTA, AND AN EXPANSE OF SOUTHERN SHORE
BEACHES.

/�2��.3��10.����5

Savor the exotic flavors of the Mekong
Delta farmlands. ITS includes home
and farm visits to meet the regional
growers. Discover and taste their
unique local produce - including honey
& honey wine, coconut candy, tropical
fruits and more!

ITS HIGHLIGHT 

Flavors of the Mekong Delta
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CAN  THO

I
s the unofficial ‘capital’ of the Mekong Delta, 100 miles southwest of Ho
Chi Minh City. A vigorous, modern city with good hotels and restaurants,
it is also a manufacturing and farming for shipbuilding, rice processing,

textiles, and agricultural goods including coconut oil and sugarcane.

SOC  TRANG

I
s home to the Kh’Leang Pagoda, originally built from bamboo in 1533, this
Kh’mer styled pagoda was completely rebuild in 1905 using concrete so it
can accommodate the many large festivals it hosts throughout the year.

See the Chua Doi or ‘Bat Pagoda, ’ built during the 16th  century it is known for
its architecture, ancient Buddha statue and a number of Buddhist books written
on sugar palm leaves, but its main claim to fame is the large numbers of fruit
bats that call it home. Also in Soc Trang is the Buu Son Tu (Clay-pagoda) where
every statue is made of clay. 

CHAU DOC

A
border town to Cambodia with a high ethnic Kh’mer population, it
is a large market center for local produce and commodities. Sam
Mountain is a point of interest; it is a ‘holy’ mountain, full of caves,

shrines and temples. The most significant is the Ba Chua Xu (Country Lady
Temple), dedicated to the ‘Lady of the Region.’ From the top of the mountain
you get expansive views of the surrounding pancake-flat plains. In Chau Doc
you can also visit a fish-breeding farm, and a Muslim Cham Village.

HA TIEN 

E
xtreme south-west of the Vietnamese mainland close to the Gulf of
Thailand and the Cambodian border. Once part of Cambodia, during
the American War, it was the first base for ‘swift boat operations’ along

the south Vietnamese rivers close to the Cambodian border. Ha Tien is an area
of grassland, wetland and limestone ‘karst’ ecosystems, rich in biodiversity,
particularly birds and cave animals.

CA MAU

A
regional capital in southernmost Viet Nam, it is home to several
Khmer pagodas, as well as a bee-feeding farm and lively local
market. The area’s mangrove forest also hosts a floating market, and

a wild bird park. Ca Mau’s ‘swamp cuisine’ is legendary and very popular.

THE MEKONG DELTA, AS A REGION IS A TRIANGLE STARTING JUST WEST OF HO CHI

MINH CITY, AND COVERING THE WHOLE TIP OF THE SOUTHERN PENINSULA. 
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DAY 1 Arrive Ho Chi Minh City 

Arrive in Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon). Welcome and  
transfer hotel. 
Sightseeing: Orientation tour - Dong Khoi street, 
History or War Museum, Ben Thanh Market, Thong Nhat 
Hall & Former US Embassy.  (B,L)
Overnight Ho Chi Minh City

DAY 2 Ho Chi Minh City to Cai Be & Can Tho

Morning sightseeing in HCMC: Chinatown, Thien Hau
Pagoda. Drive to Can Tho: Boat trip in Vinh Long & Cai
Be floating market. Lunch at local home. Arrive in Can
Tho in afternoon. (B,L)
Overnight Can Tho

DAY 3 Can Tho & Soc Trang

Full Day Mekong Delta sightseeing. Cai Rang floating
market, fruit gardens; Motorboat to Phunghiep 
market & villages. 
Drive to Soc  Trang - visit Bat Pagoda. Return to Can Tho. (B,L)   
Overnight Can Tho

DAY 4 Can Tho to Chau Doc

Drive to Chau Doc. Afternoon in Chau Doc, visit
Islamic Cathedral & Sunset boat tour- Fish breeding 
farm & Cham Village. (B,L)
Overnight Chau Doc 

DAY 5 Chau Doc to Ho Chi Minh City 

Drive to HCMC: Sam Mountain- Ba Chua Xu temple;
Cao Lanh; Boat tour through Xeo Quit forest.  
Afternoon arrival in Ho Chi Minh City.  (B,L )       
Overnight Ho Chi Minh City

DAY 6 Depart Ho Chi Minh City

At leisure until transfer hotel to airport. 
Tour ends.  (B)
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DAY 1 Arrive Ho Chi Minh City

Arrive in Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon). Welcome & hotel
transfer.  Afternoon sightseeing: Notre Dame Church, 
Post Office & Chinatown.
Overnight Ho Chi Minh City

DAY 2 HCMC to Cai Be & Embark Cruise

Morning drive to Cai Be. Board boat for 2-Day Mekong
Delta Cruise. Afternoon: Village walking tour,  visit fruit
gardens,  & sampan river tour. (B,L,D) 
Overnight on Mekong River Cruise 

DAY 3 Cruise & Disembark in Can Tho

Morning on cruise:  Cai Rang floating markets & river
villages. Disembark after lunch. (B,L )       
Overnight Can Tho

DAY 4 Can Tho to Soc Trang &  Ca Mau

Morning drive to Ca Mau: Visit noodle factory; in Soc
Trang-Kh’Leang Pagoda. Afternoon in Ca Mau: small
boat tour to U Minh mangrove forest; Visit Bee Farm &
Ca Mau market. (B,L)
Overnight Ca Mau

DAY 5 Ca Mau to Ha Tien 

Morning: Ca Mau floating market, drive to Rach Gia &
visit Nguyen Trung Truc Temple. Afternoon sightseeing
in Ha Tien: Hon Chong & Kien Luong. (B,L)
Overnight Ha Tien

DAY 6 Ha Tien

Half Day Sightseeing: Phu Dung Pagoda, Mui Nai
Beach & Mac Cuu Temple. (B,L)
Overnight Ha Tien

DAY 7 Ha Tien to Chau Doc

Morning drive to Chau Doc: Along Vinh Te Border Canal;
Tinh Bien; Sam Mountain- views & Ba Chua Xu temple. 
Afternoon in Chau Doc: Islamic Cathedral & Sunset
boat tour- Fish breeding farm & Cham Village. (B,L)
Overnight Chau Doc
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DAY 8 Chau Doc to Ho Chi Minh City 

Full Day Drive from Chaudoc to Ho Chi Minh City via 
Cao Lanh (B,L )       
Overnight Ho Chi Minh City

DAY 9 HCMC to Pleiku & Kontum

Morning fly HCMC / Pleiku. Drive to Kontum. 
Sightseeing: Minority villages-Dak To, Dak Ri Job, &
Dak Ri Peng;  Banar villages-Kon Jari & Kon Kotu. (B,L)
Overnight Kontum

DAY 10 Kontum

Full Day Sightseeing: Ba Na Village-stilt houses,
wooden churches; Kontum prison. (B,L).
Overnight Kontum

DAY 11 Kontum to Buon Me Thuot & Lak Lake

Morning drive to Buon Me Thuot. Visit Ethnographic
Museum. Afternoon drive to Lak lake. Visit Mnong 
villages. (B,L )       
Overnight Lak Lake

DAY 12 Lak lake to Buon Me Thuot 

Full Day sightseeing: Elephant walk to north side of
lake & return by small boat. Visit Yok Don National Park
& minorities in Ban Don village. (B,L) 
Overnight Buon Me Thuot

DAY 13 Buon Me Thuot to Nha Trang

Morning: Visit Dray Sap waterfall & Ede village (Tur). 
Drive to Nha Trang - Visit Po Nagar Tower & Dam 
Market. (B,L )       
Overnight Nha Trang

DAY 14 Nha Trang 

Morning: Boat trip to Mun Island-fishing & snorkeling.
Oceanography Museum, Yersin Museum & Bao Dai
villa. Afternoon at leisure. (B,L)
Overnight Nha Trang 

DAY 15 Nha Trang to Da Lat

Morning drive to Da Lat.
Afternoon sightseeing in Da Lat. (B,L )        
Overnight Da Lat 

DAY 16 Da Lat to HCMC

Visit Tuyen Lam Reservoir, Truc Lam temple then 
drive to HCMC: Bao Loc; coffee & tea plantations. (B,L )       
Overnight Ho Chi Minh City 

DAY 17 Depart Ho Chi Minh City 

Transfer to airport. 
Tour ends. (B)
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DAY 1 Arrive Ha Noi

Arrive in Ha Noi. Transfer to hotel - Overnight in Ha Noi. 

DAY 2 Ha Noi

Full Day Sightseeing in Ha Noi:  Ho Chi Minh Memorial
Complex1, Ho Chi Minh's Stilt House, One Pillar 
Pagoda, West Lake & Tran Quoc Temple, the National 
Military Museum, Temple of Literature, “Ha Noi Hilton”,
walking tour through Hanoi’s Old Quarter (The 36 
Streets), coffee at local café, Ngoc Son Temple. 
Evening: See a Water puppet show.  (B)
Overnight in Ha Noi        
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DAY 3 Ha Noi to Ha Long

Drive to Halong Bay. 4-hour scenic boat trip with lunch.(B,L)
Overnight in Ha Long 

DAY 4 Ha Long to Hue (flight)
Morning drive to Ha Noi airport for flight to Hue. 
Transfer airport to hotel. Afternoon sightseeing: Imperial 
Citadel, Flag Tower, Ngo Mon Gate, Dien Tho Palace, 
Thai Hoa Palace, Hall of Mandarins, local market. (B)
Overnight in Hue  

DAY 5 Hue to Hoi An

Morning boat trip to Thienmu Pagoda and Tuduc Tomb. 
Light lunch at local house near by the Tu Duc tomb 
then drive to Hoi An with stops at Lang Co fishing 
village, Hai Van Pass, Cham Museum, 
Marble Mountains (Da Nang). (BL) 
Overnight in Hoi An 

DAY 6 Hoi An

Free at leisure.  (B)
Overnight in Hoi An  

DAY 7 Hoi An to Ho Chi Minh City (flight)
Morning drive to Da Nang airport for flight to Ho Chi 
Minh City (Sai Gon). Sightseeing in Mekong Delta (Ben 
Tre): boat trip, visit fruit gardens, family manufacturer. 
Back to HCMC. Brief Ho Chi Minh City Sightseeing: 
China town, Thien Hau Pagoda, Reunification Hall, 
Dongkhoi street, Ben Thanh market. (B)
Overnight in Ho Chi Minh City  

DAY 8 Depart Ho Chi Minh City 

Transfer hotel to airport. 
Tour ends.  (B)
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DAY 5 Ha Long to Hue (flight) 
Morning drive to Ha Noi airport for flight to Hue. 
Transfer airport to hotel. 
Afternoon sightseeing: Imperial Citadel & local market. (B)
Overnight Hue  

DAY 6 Hue

Morning boat trip to Dinh market & Thien Mu Pagoda.
Drive to Tu Duc Tomb for tour and lunch with local 
family. Visit traditional villages.  (B,L)
Overnight Hue 

DAY 7 Hue to Da Nang & Hoi An

Drive to Hoi An via Da Nang with stops at Lang Co 
fishing village, Hai Van Pass, Cham Museum, Marble 
Mountains. Hoi An tour upon arrival. (B). Overnight Hoi An

DAY 8 Hoi An

Full Day Countryside Tour: visit vegetable village, rice 
field with water buffalo, fishing village and the river
front side. Coffee stop at a typical Vietnamese cafeteria. (B)   
Overnight Hoi An  

DAY 9 Hoi An to Ho Chi Minh city (flight)- Mekong Cruise

Morning drive to Da Nang airport for flight to Ho Chi 
Minh City (Sai Gon). 
Drive to Mekong Delta (Can Tho or Cai Be), board 
Mekong Cruise boat. (B,L,D)
Overnight Mekong River Cruise 

DAY 10 Mekong-Ho Chi Minh city

Full Day Sightseeing in the Mekong Delta. 
Afternoon drive to Ho Chi Minh city. (B,L)
Overnight Ho Chi Minh City 

DAY 11 Ho Chi Minh City

Morning visit Tay Ninh-home of Caodaism & attend the 
Noon ceremony. Afternoon visit Cu Chi underground 
tunnels. (B)
Overnight Ho Chi Minh City  

DAY 12 Depart Ho Chi Minh City 

Transfer hotel to airport. Tour ends.  (B)

DAY 1 Arrive Ha Noi

Arrive in Ha Noi. Transfer to hotel & 1-hour cyclo ride 
in the old quarter. (B)
Overnight Ha Noi

DAY 2 Ha Noi

Full Day Sightseeing in Ha Noi:  Ho Chi Minh Memorial
Complex1, Ho Chi Minh's Stilt House, One Pillar Pagoda 
& Temple of Literature, West Lake & Tran Quoc Temple. 
Light local "Pho" lunch, “Ha Noi Hilton,” walking tour 
through Hanoi’s Old Quarter (The 36 Streets), coffee at 
local café, Ngoc Son Temple. 
Evening: See a Water puppet show. (B,L )  
Overnight Ha Noi 

DAY 3 Ha Noi to Hai Phong & Ha Long

Train Long Bien to Hai Duong, & drive to Hai Phong for 
Lunch and sightseeing: fish market, flower market & 
City theatre. Proceed to Ha Long. (B)
Overnight Ha Long

DAY 4 Ha Long Bay

Full Day Ha Long Bay scenic boat trip with lunch. (B,L)
Overnight Ha Long
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ITS HAS DOZENS OF ITINERARIES DESIGNED TO APPEAL TO A WIDE VARIETY
OF SPECIAL INTERESTS – FROM HISTORY TO SCUBA DIVING TO RELIGIOUS
STUDIES. WE CAN ALSO CREATE CUSTOM JOURNEYS TO APPEAL TO YOUR
TARGET MARKET OR AFFINITY GROUP CLIENTS. ITS CAN ARRANGE FOR
FACTORY VISITS, LECTURES, EQUIPMENT RENTALS, TEAM BUILDING
ACTIVITIES, ATTENDANCE AT CEREMONIES AND FESTIVALS AND MORE. 

RELIGIOUS DISCOVERY TOUR

Ha Noi • My Son • Hue • Ho Chi Minh City
8 days visiting Buddhist, Christian and other Holy Sites.

CULINARY DELIGHTS TOUR 

Ha Noi • Ha Long • Hoi An • Hue • Ho Chi Minh City • Can Tho
12 days savoring the many flavors of Vietnam’s spices and cuisine.

CHAMPA & KHMER DYNASTY

Siem Reap • My Son • Hoi An • Da Nang • Hue • Ho Chi Minh City 
8 Days exploring the ancient capitals, temples and archeological site of these
lost kingdoms.

HANDICRAFTS & MORE

Ha Noi • Hoi An • Ho Chi Minh City
5 days discovering incredible bargains on silks, ceramics,  embroidery and more.

GOLF TOURS 

Ha Noi • Ha Long • Da Nang • Hoi An • Da Lat • Phan Thiet • Ho Chi Minh City 

VETERANS TOURS

Quang tri • DMZ • Hue • Da Nang • Chu Lai • Central Highlands • Bien Hoa • Tay
Ninh • Mekong Delta • Ho Chi Minh City

Appealing to military history buffs or those wanting to reconnect, we can design
a trip to visit the landmarks of interest to you.

SOFT ADVENTURE

Northern Mountains • Central Highlands • Mekong Delta

Trek though the villages in bicycle along the coast and through picturesque
country towns; Canoe or paddleboat through the network of waterways in the
Mekong Delta or Red River valley.

Temple in Viet Nam. Symbolic offerings for contemplative gratitude and inspiration are made. Typical material
can be simple objects such as a lit candle or oil lamp,burning incense, flowers,food, fruit, water or drinks.

/6. 0���0��.3./�
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HA NOI GOLF CLUB

18 Holes*, par 72 (7,026 yards)
Designer: Mr. Kowashi Arai (Japan)
Location: 45 min. from Ha Noi
Opened: 2004
On a gentle sloping terrain, it is the only
Japanese-managed golf course in Viet Nam.
*27 Holes by end 2012

TAM DAO GOLF & RESORT 

18 Holes, par 72 (7,169 yards)
Designer: IMG 
Location: Tam Dao Mountain, 40 miles from Ha Noi 
Opened: 2007 
Set high in the Tam Dao Mountains offering year-
round cooler temperatures. Designed using the
natural land contours and local flora and fauna to
create a visual treat, with towering mountains the
backdrop of each hole.  

CHI LINH STAR GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB 

27 Holes, par 72/36 (7,038 yards)
Designer: Independent Golf Course Services
(Australia)
Location: 1½ hours from Ha Noi or Ha Long Bay 
Opened: 2003 
One of the newest in Viet Nam, it played host to the
2004 Carlsberg Masters Viet Nam. The course is in a
beautiful valley on rolling forested hills, with
several creeks, lakes, and natural water hazards. 

MONTGOMERIE LINKS

18 Holes, par 72 (7,200 yards)

Designer: Colin Montgomerie
Location: 10 min from Da Nang, 20 min from
Hoi An
Opened: 2008
Close to China Beach, on a striking landscape of
wispy pines and sand dunes, this is one of the
newest and best golf course in Viet Nam.

DANANG GOLF CLUB

18 Holes, par 72 (7,200 yards)
Designer: Greg Norman 
Location: Between Da Nang and Hoi An 
Opened: 2010 
Built on the sandy loam soil of China Beach, this is
a fun course to play.

DA LAT PALACE GOLF CLUB

18 Holes, par 72 (7,900 yards)
Designer: Brett Stensen 
Location - Da Lat Highlands, (6hrs from HCMC)
Opened: 1994 
An undulating course in the heart of the city of
Da Lat. At 5,000 feet above sea level, it offers
mountain-fresh air and stunning panoramic
views. Thought to be the best golf course in
Viet Nam.

VINPEARL GOLF CLUB

27 Holes, par 108 (10,827 yards)
Designer: IMG Worldwide
Location: Phu Quoc Island
Opened: 2014
The Vinpearl Golf Club Phu Quoc is the first 27-
hole course on the island. Nestled on 250 acres of

heavily wooded land within the Phu Quoc
National Park, it is one of Vietnam’s most peaceful
and exciting golf experiences. The golfer will
appreciate playing on this course meticulously
designed by IMG Worldwide and enjoy some of
the world’s best beaches.

SEA LINKS GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB

18 Holes, par 72 (7,623 yards) 
Designer: Ronald Fream, Golfplan
Location: Phan Thiet, (125 mls from HCMC) 
Opened: 2008
At the sea level in the heart of breathtaking
beautiful countryside - cliffs and drifting sand
dunes, with amazing views of the ocean below.

LONG THANH GOLF RESORT

36 Holes, par 72 (7,011/7,056 yards)
Designer: Golfplan
Location: 45 min from HCMC
Opened: 2001
Rolling fairways and large undulating greens in
the scenic countryside overlooking Saigon.

THU DUC GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB 

East Course: 18 Holes, par 72 (6,946 yards)
Designer: Lee Trevino
Opened: 1997
Location: 20 min from Ho Chi Minh City
Features rolling fairways, over 110 strategically
placed bunkers. Site of the ASEAN Charity '99 Golf
Tournament. Also has a West Course: Opened in
1994, 18 Holes, par 72 (7,106 yards), designed by
Chen King Shih (Taiwanese).

FEATURED GOLF COURSES IN VIET NAM

I
n 1993, Kings’ Island, Vietnam’s first golf course
opened, and thus began Vietnam’s golf boom.
Today the country boasts more than 25

international-standard golf courses, and that number
is growing daily. (65 more courses are currently under
construction!) Vietnam’s mild climate, varied
topography, long coastline, and affordable prices, set
the perfect stage for an enjoyable golfing holiday. The
International Association of Golf Tour Operators
(IAGTO) just named Viet Nam as the "Undiscovered
Golf Destination of the Year."

As a member of IAGTO, we are pleased to support the
growth of golf in Viet Nam, and can provide visitors
with a unique and enjoyable golfing experience. For
the first time visitor and golf enthusiast, we suggest
our 11-Day ‘Golf & Culture’ tour. It includes the
sightseeing highlights of Viet Nam, and 3 different
golfing experiences, at some of the most popular golf
courses in the country. Those wanting a more relaxing
experience should consider our 8-Day ‘Golf & Spa’
holidays, combining a beach vacation with 3 rounds
of golf. ITS can also create a golf vacation package to
suit your taste and time frame - from a quick 3-day
outing to a two-week sojourn playing golf almost
every day! ITS can also arrange golfing in Cambodia
and Laos, even Myanmar!
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DAY 3 Ha Noi to Ha Long

Drive Ha Noi to Ha Long. Cruising and overnight on Ha
Long Bay Cruise  (B,L,D)

DAY 4 Ha Long to Hue (flight)
After breakfast on boat drive to Ha Noi airport for flight 
to Hue. Transfer airport to hotel. (B)
Overnight in Hue

DAY 5 Hue to Hoi An

Morning boat trip to Thien Mu Pagoda and Imperial 
Citadel. Drive to Hoi An with stops at Lang Co fishing 
village, Hai Van Pass, Cham Museum (Da Nang), 
Marble Mountains. (B)
Overnight in Hoi An     

DAY 6 Hoi An

Morning Golf at Montgomerie Golf Club. (B)  
Overnight in Hoi An        

DAY 7 Hoi An

Morning Golf at Danang Golf Club. (B) 
Overnight in Hoi An        

DAY 8 Hoi An to Ho Chi Minh city (flight) 
Morning drive to Da Nang airport for flight to Ho Chi
Minh City (Saigon). Afternoon visit Cu Chi underground 
tunnels. (B) Overnight Ho Chi Minh City

DAY 9 Ho Chi Minh City - Mekong

Drive to Mekong Delta (Vinh Long): boat trip, visit fruit 
gardens, family manufacturer. Back to HCMC. Brief Ho 
Chi Minh City Sightseeing: China town, Thien Hau 
Pagoda. (B)
Overnight in Ho Chi Minh city 

DAY 10 Ho Chi Minh City 

Golf at Long Thanh Golf Club. (B)
Overnight in Ho Chi Minh City  

DAY 11 Departure 

Transfer hotel to airport. Tour ends.  (B)

DAY 1 Ha Noi

Arrive Ha Noi. Half Day Ha Noi sightseeing & 1-
hour cyclo tour
Overnight in Ha Noi

DAY 2 Ha Noi

Golf at Ha Noi Kings Island Golf Club. (B) 
Overnight in Ha Noi         

Recommended Extension: 3-Days
in Phan Thiet, including 2 rounds
at 2 Golf Courses in Phan thiet
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DAY 1 Arrive Da Nang

Arrive Da Nang airport, transfer to hotel in Da Nang or 
Hoi An.
Overnight in Da Nang or Hoi An

DAY 2 Da Nang

Golf at Montgomerie Golf Club. (B) 
Overnight in Da Nang or Hoi An          

DAY 3 Da Nang to Da Lat (flight)
Enjoy beach, hotel spa until transfer to Da Nang airport 
for flight to Da Lat. Transfer to hotel in Da Lat & city tour. (B)
Overnight in Da Lat         

DAY 4 Da Lat

Golf at Da Lat Palace Golf Course. (B)
Overnight in Da Lat  

DAY 5 Da Lat-Phan Thiet

Morning drive Da Lat to Phan Thiet, afternoon enjoy 
hotel spa & facilities. (B)
Overnight in Phan Thiet   

DAY 6 Phan Thiet

Golf at Ocean Dunes Golf Course. (B)   
Overnight in Phan Thiet      

DAY 7 Phan Thiet

Golf at Sea Link Golf Course. (B)
Overnight in Phan Thiet           

DAY 8 Phan Thiet to Ho Chi Minh City

Morning drive to HCMC airport & depart (B)



V
iet Nam is a beautiful country with a rich
and exotic culture, and people who
celebrate their various festivals and

events with great fanfare.  Life in Viet Nam seems
to hold a daily succession of major and minor
festivals. The larger and national ones are all
encompassing, drawing huge crowds and closing
business. Though happy and glorious events, visitors
travelling during these times (“Tet” or New Years,
Perfume Pagoda, Yen Tu and Ba Chua Xu) should be
aware that many monuments may be closed and
transportation schedules altered.

Smaller, village festivals however can be more
welcoming, and offer even more traditional
pageantry - presenting a wonderful cultural
immersion experience for visitors. Most ethnic
minority groups hold regular festivals, often with
important ritual significances relating to the cycle
of the year - the joy and hope of spring or
celebration of a good harvest. Many involve
traditional music and dance, and array of traditional
activities ranging from boat racing, to mock battles,
to banquets and dancing competitions. 

ITS can include travel and special arrangements to
appreciate the some celebrations including:

LIM FESTIVAL

January/February (13th day of first lunar month)

In Lim Village, 11 miles from Ha Noi

A cultural festival celebrating the national culture
"Quan Ho" folk song. Thousands attend to watch the
"lien anh" (male singers) and "lien chi" (female
singers) perform in the pagodas, on the hills, and
in the boats. There is also a weaving competition
and traditional temple games.

ELEPHANT RACE FESTIVAL

Spring (3rd lunar month)

In Don Village near Dac Lak

The biggest festival in the middle highlands, it
displays the spirit of the M'nong ethnic group,
famous for their bravery and skill in hunting wild
elephants. Usually 10 elephants at a time race
around 1-2 mile forest track to the drums, gongs,
and cheering from the viewers. 

HUE FESTIVAL

Spring 

In Hue

10-Day international festival held throughout this
ancient city.  There are parades, singers, dance
troupes, French Fire walkers, light shows, and many
other performances. The pavilions and pagodas are
all decorated, handicrafts are on display and
representatives from 55 countries participant.

MID-AUTUMN FESTIVAL

September (15th day of the 8th lunar month)

Celebrated nationwide

Joyous celebrations to worship the Moon Genie, on
a full moon held during a break from farm work and
the weather is becoming cooler. This holiday is
especially for children as it brings them toys, cakes,
candies, and fruit. For weeks prior colorful cakes and
treats are displayed for sale along the streets, then
on the festive day welcome the moon parties are
held. There are fancy treats such as banh deo (rice
dumplings) and banh nuong (cakes in the shape of
the moon and fish), bright lanterns in animal
shapes, and children playing traditional games with
colorful toys. The evening ends with an elaborate
Lion Dance accompanied by gongs and bells.

GHE NGO FESTIVAL

November/December (15th day of tenth lunar
month)

In the southern Mekong Delta

Ceremonies, feasts and Ngo boat races to celebrate
the end of the Khmer calendar year. Ceremonies
being with an evening offering of the elders to the
moon, followed by festivities with lantern-rockets,
sailing small banana leaf rafts and lots of rice wine.
The next day are the Ngo boat races - long, slim
boats made from a hollowed Sao tree trunk, each
holding about 50 men race down the river
accompanied by the sounds of traditional gongs and
cheering crowds.

8./�01��/�4����0:�
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VISITING DURING TET

Vietnam’s major festival is “Tet,” the New Year, celebrated in late
January or early February. On the days just before Tet, the streets
are thronged with people selling the traditional Tet trees, pink peach
blossoms in the north, yellow apricot flowers in the south, and
beautifully trimmed kumquat trees everywhere. Family and friends
fly in from overseas, making air and train travel crowded and at a
premium. When the holiday period begins, most offices, shops,
museums are closed for up to 5 days. Tet is a family affair, and most
people stay with close to friends and relatives spending their days
praying and engaging in personal rituals.
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Size 69,900 sq. miles

Population 13.5 million

Languages Khmer, with some French & English

Religion Theravada Buddhism 95%.

Time Zone GMT + 7 hours

Currency Official currency is the Riel, but the US dollar is prevalent
Visa Required. Obtain in advance or upon arrival 

AT A GLANCE

MAP OF  CAMBODIA
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CAMBODIA

Cambodia offers raw cultural, historic, and
natural attractions in an unspoiled environment.
The ‘wats’ (temples) illuminate the country’s
unique culture, civilization, and the history of the
ancient Angkor Kingdom. Angkor Wat is
Cambodia’s jewel - one of the wonders of the
world, and a symbol of the nation’s heart and
soul. Intoxicating Cambodia is a destination in
itself, and a wonderful addition to a Viet Nam
visit.

LOCATION & GEOGRAPHY

Nestled against the southern portion of Viet Nam,
Cambodia faces the South China Sea to the south,
and Laos and Thailand to the north and east.
Most of the country is a flat plain, extending from
the Mekong River and Tonlé Sap (Great Lake). The
only mountain ranges are along the north and
western borders with Thailand.
Cambodia’s main flight gateways are Phnom
Penh and Siem Reap.

CLIMATE & SEASONS

Similar to Viet Nam, Cambodia has a tropical
monsoon climate, with the rainy season June-
Oct. and dry season Nov.-May.

HISTORY

The Angkor Empire ruled a larger-sized Cambodia
for over 400 years, progressing and building most
of the massive temples we see today. In 13th
century, attacks from the Mongols and other
neighboring invaders wore away at the country
and its people. Land was lost, including the
Mekong Delta region to Viet Nam. During the
beginning of the 20th century, control of
Cambodia bounced between the Thai, French and
Japanese, then an independent state was formed
in 1953. Under a strong communist influence,
rulers changed, there were more outside
invasions, and the Khmer Rouge dominated -
pinnacling their control with mass genocide.
After civil war and brief control by the
Vietnamese, today Cambodia has a fairly stable
democracy based government. 

CAMBODIA



L
ocated at the confluence of three rivers, Cambodia's capital is at the eastern end of Ton Le Sap,
a large lake linked to the Mekong River. It is a lively and charismatic city; the glimmering spires
of the royal palace and the waves of saffron-robed monks contrast with the clamor of

motorcycles and designer restaurants. The main attraction is the Silver Pagoda, named because for tis
floor of 5000 silver tiles, it is an exquisite structure and the most sacred temple in the country. Other
top sites include The Royal Palace, an active royal residence with lush grounds, and the elegant National
Museum housing 5000 works of art, including pre-Angkorean pieces. Two markets are a must - see -
the distinctive Art Deco Central Market, and the sprawling Russian Market with a labyrinth of goods
including hand-loomed silk scarves and silver jewelry.

6���5�6.��

DAY 1 ARRIVE PHNOM PENH
Arrive in Phnom Penh. Welcome & hotel transfer. 
Afternoon sightseeing: Royal Palace, Wat Phnom. 
Overnight Phnom Penh

DAY 2 PHONM PENH TO SIEM REAP
Morning fly to Siem Reap including transfers. 
Afternoon sightseeing of Angkor Wat. Visit Phnom Bakheng for sunset. (B)
Overnight Siem Reap

DAY 3 SIEM REAP
Full Day Sightseeing: Ta Prohm, Angkor Thom, Banteay Srei Temple, Preah Khan. (B)
Overnight Siem Reap

DAY 4 DEPART SIEM REAP
At leisure until airport transfer.  Tour ends.  (B) 

CLASSIC CAMBODIA 
Phnom Penh & Siem Reap 
4 DAYS / 3 NIGHTS   - PHNOM PENH / SIEM REAP - CCL-PR1

48 INDOCHINA TRAVEL SERVICES (ITS)  

CA
M

BO
DI

A 
EX

TE
NS

IO
N 



49WWW.ITSVIETNAM.COM

DAY 1 ARRIVE SIEM REAP
Arrive in Siem Reap. Welcome & hotel transfer. 
Afternoon sightseeing of Angkor Wat. Visit Phnom Bakheng for sunset. 
Overnight Siem Reap

DAY 2 SIEM REAP
Full Day Sightseeing: Ta Prohm, Angkor Thom, Banteay Srei Temple, Preah Khan. (B)
Overnight Siem Reap

DAY 3 DEPART SIEM REAP
At leisure until airport transfer.  Tour ends.  (B) 

/0.5�3.�6

SIEM REAP 
Angkor Wat & Angkor Thom
3 DAYS / 2 NIGHTS   - ROUNDTRIP SIEM REAP - CODE: CCL-R1

T
he gateway for the Angkor complex, the city is also worth some exploration. Shady tree-lined
boulevards and a slow-flowing river work between old French shop-houses and wooden stilt
structures. A tourism boomtown, there is also a wide range of hotels, restaurants and

nightclubs.

The magnificent Angkor Temple Complex is a UNESCO World Heritage area, and home to a plethora of
incredible ancient temples, pavilions, and shrines. We recommend two days to see and appreciate the
symbolism, symmetry, and spirituality found here.
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VIENTIANE

VIET NAM

CHINA

THAILAND

CAMBODIA

Size 91,428 sq. miles

Population 6.5 million

Languages Lao, with some French & English

Religion Buddhism 67%

Time Zone GMT + 7 hours

Currency Official currency is the Kip

Visa Required. Obtain in advance or upon arrival 

AT A GLANCE
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MAP OF  LAOS
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LAOS

With a landscape dominated by mountains, pristine rainforest and the meandering Mekong, time seems to move slower
in Laos. Its slow pace, age-old traditions, old-world charm, and gentle people will captive and hypnotize you.

LOCATION & GEOGRAPHY

Landlocked in the center of Indochina, Laos is surrounded primarily by Viet Nam and Thailand, who share the rugged mountain
chain that runs across the northern part of the country. 70% of Laos' terrain is mountainous, reaching a maximum elevation
of 9,253 feet at Phou Bia, its highest mountain. The Vientiane Plain and Mekong River are the main geographical features in
the west; the river flows through 1,180 miles of Lao territory, shaping the Lao lifestyle with its rich and fertile soil.
Laos’ main flight gateways are Vientiane and Luang Prabang.

CLIMATE & SEASONS

Laos enjoys a tropical climate with two distinct seasons - the rainy season May - September, and the dry season October
- April. The yearly average temperature is about 800 F, rising to a maximum of 38 degrees Celsius, and a low of 58 0 F in
the northern mountains.

HISTORY

Archaeological evidence suggests that Laos has been inhabited since 8,000 BC, with the first Laos kingdom, beginning
in the 14th century, and ruling for 300 years. Laos came under the domination of Siam (Thailand) in the late 18th century,
and then in the late 19th century it became part of French Indochina. In 1975, the Communist Pathet Lao instituted a
strict socialist regime. A gradual, limited liberalization began in 1988, with Laos became a member of ASEAN in 1997.



DAY 1 ARRIVE VIENTIANE
Arrive in Vientiane. Welcome & hotel transfer. 
Afternoon sightseeing: Watt Sisaket, Watt Prakeo Temple, That Luang Stupa, Patuxay 
Monument. Overnight in Vientiane.

DAY 2 VIENTIANE TO LUANG PRABANG
Morning fly to Luang Prabang including transfers. 
Afternoon sightseeing:  Watt Visoun, Watt Aham & Watt Mai shrines. Mount Phousi at sunset.  
Evening: Visit Night Market. (B)
Overnight Luang Prabang

DAY 3 LUANG PRABANG & PAK OU CAVES 
Full Day Sightseeing: Wat Sene & Wat Xiengthong. Cruise on Mekong River to Pak Ou Caves;  
stops at Ban Xanghai rice wine distillery & weaving village of Ban Phanom. (B)
Overnight Luang Prabang

DAY 4 DEPART LUANG PRABANG 
Morning Sightseeing: National Museum & Central Market. 
Transfer to airport. Tour ends. (B)

CLASSIC LAOS
4 DAYS / 3 NIGHTS   - VIENTIANE / LUANG PRABANG  - CODE: LCL-VL1
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I
n the Lao language, “Vien” means “city,” and “tiane” means “moon,” the Lao believe their origin to
be from the moon, as they proudly show on their national flag.

Located along the Mekong River, Vientiane is relaxed and inviting with serene Buddhist monasteries,
ancient temples, museums, monuments, and parks. It is hard to believe it is the capital of Laos, and
center of its commerce and government. Though wars destroyed many of the heritage buildings, the
remaining colonial architecture makes the city quite attractive. It is becoming cosmopolitan, with a
growing number of galleries, boutiques, theatres, and international grade restaurants. 
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L
uang Prabang quietly sits on the banks of the Mekong River in the middle of northern Laos,
300 miles upriver from Vientiane. It is the oldest Laotian town still in existence, and home to
12 distinct ethnic groups, dominated by the Khmu (44%), a Mon-Khmer speaking people

believed to be the original inhabitants of Laos. Luang Prabang is the former capital of Laos, and still the
center of Lao culture and religion. The old city section, UNESCO’s  'historic preservation zone' houses
monasteries, monuments, old French houses, and beautiful scenery. ITS encourages arising at sunrise
to witness the sacred Buddhist ceremony of giving the local monks morning alms. Watching the saffron
robed monks strolling peacefully through the throng of visitors is a memorable and moving experience.

DAY 1 ARRIVE LUANG PRABANG
Arrive in Luang Prabang. Welcome & hotel transfer. 
Afternoon sightseeing:  Watt Visoun, Watt Aham & Watt Mai shrines. Mount Phousi at sunset.  
Evening: Visit Night Market. 
Overnight Luang Prabang

DAY 2 LUANG PRABANG & PAK OU CAVES
Full Day Sightseeing: Wat Sene & Wat Xiengthong. Cruise on Mekong River to Pak Ou Caves; 
stops at Ban Xanghai rice wine distillery & weaving village of Ban Phanom. (B)
Overnight Luang Prabang

DAY 3 DEPART LUANG PRABANG 
Morning Sightseeing: National Museum & Central Market. 
Transfer to airport. Tour ends. (B)

LUANG PRABANG
3 DAYS / 2 NIGHTS   - ROUNDTRIP LUANG PRABANG  - CODE: LCL-L1
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DAY 1 Arrive Phnom Penh, CAMBODIA

Arrive in Phnom Penh, CAMBODIA. Welcome. 
Afternoon sightseeing: Royal Palace, Silver Pagoda,
National Museum, Central Market, Russian Market. 
Overnight Phnom Penh.

DAY 2 Phnom Penh to Siem Reap

Fly Phnom Penh / Siem Reap. 
Sightseeing: Angkor Wat & Phnom Bakheng for sunset. (B)
Overnight Siem Reap
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DAY 3 Siem Reap

Full Day Sightseeing: Banteay Srei Temple, Ta Prohm, 
Angkor Thom. (B)
Overnight Siem Reap 

DAY 4 Siem Reap to Ho Chi Minh City, VIET NAM

Morning Fly to HCMC, VIET NAM.  Welcome.
Afternoon sightseeing: Notre Dame Cathedral, Central 
Post Office, City Hall, Opera House, Reunification Palace 
& War Remnants Museum. Visit Ben Thanh Market & 
Dong Khoi street. (B)
Overnight Ho Chi Minh City

DAY 5 Mekong Delta

Full Day sightseeing by boat to Mekong Delta: 
floating markets, villages, & lunch at local home. (B,L)
Overnight Ho Chi Minh City

DAY 6 Ho Chi Minh City 

Full Day Sightseeing drive outside Ho Chi Minh City. 
Morning at Cao Dai & Tay Ninh. Afternoon at 
Cu Chi Tunnels. (B)
Overnight Ho Chi Minh City

DAY 7 Ho Chi Minh City to Da Nang & Hoi An

Morning fly to Da Nang. Visit Cham Museum, China 
Beach & Marble Mountains. Drive to Hoi An. Afternoon 
sightseeing in Hoi An: walking tour - Quan Cong 
Temple, Phuoc Kien Pagoda, Japanese Covered Bridge, 
Sa Huynh Museum & Phung Hung House. (B)   
Overnight Hoi An

DAY 8 Hoi An

Full Day at leisure. (B)        
Overnight Hoi An  

DAY 9 Hoi An to Hue

Morning drive to Hue, stopping at top of Haivan Pass
and Lang Co fishing village. 
Afternoon sightseeing in Hue: Old Imperial Citadel. (B)
Overnight Hue
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DAY 10 Hue

Morning: Boat trip to Dinh market & Thien Mu Pagoda. 
Drive to Tu Duc Tomb. Visit traditional villages.  
Afternoon at leisure in Hue (B)
Overnight Hue

DAY 11 Hue to Ha Noi

Morning fly to Ha Noi. Sightseeing in Ha Noi: 
Old Quater, Hoan Kiem Lake & Ngoc Son Temple. 
Evening: Water puppet show. (B)
Overnight Ha Noi

DAY 12 Ha Noi to Ha Long

Morning: Visit Ho Chi Minh Mausoleum, 
Drive to Ha Long Bay. 4-Hour Ha Long Bay cruise including 
lunch. (B,L)
Overnight Ha Long

DAY 13 Ha Long to Ha Noi

Morning drive to Ha Noi. Sightseeing in Ha Noi: Temple of 
Literature, Ho Chi Minh Mausoleum, Presidential 
Palace. (B)
Overnight Ha Noi

DAY 14 Ha Noi to Luang Prabang, LAOS

Morning fly to Luang Prabang, LAOS. Welcome.
Sightseeing: Wat Visoun, Wat Aham, Wat Mai, 
climb up Mount Phousi - temple & sunset views. 
Evening: Night Market  (B)
Overnight Luang Prabang

DAY 15 Luang Prabang & Pak Ou Caves

Full Day Sightseeing: Wat Sene & Wat Xiengthong.
Cruise on Mekong River to Pak Ou Caves; stops at Ban
Xanghai rice wine distillery & weaving village of Ban
Phanom. (B)
Overnight Luang Prabang

DAY 16 Luang Prabang to Vientiane 

Morning sightseeing in Luang Prabang: National 
Museum, former Royal Palace, Central Market. Fly to 
Vientiane. Afternoon sightseeing: Pha That Luang, Ho 
Pha Keo temple & museum, Wat Si Saket, Patuxai 
Monument. (B)
Overnight Vientiane

DAY 17 Depart Vientiane

At leisure until transfer hotel to airport. 
Tour ends.  (B)

5��������������
6���������



56 INDOCHINA TRAVEL SERVICES (ITS)  

There can be no tapestry of river life as
fascinating and varied as the River
Mekong - a striking cultural contrast
between the bustling Viet Nam delta and
the tranquility of Cambodia.

Kampong Cham
Kampong Chanang

MULTI COUNTRY TOURS
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DAY 1 Arrive Ho Chi Minh City, Viet Nam

Arrive in Ho Chi Minh City. Welcome.
Day at leisure.
Overnight Ho Chi Minh City

DAY 2 Ho Chi Minh City

Morning explore Chinatown.
Afternoon drive to tour the Cu Chi underground tunnels. (B)
Overnight Ho Chi Minh City

DAY 3 Embark Mekong Delta Cruise in My Tho

Morning drive to the My Tho and board RV Mekong Pandaw
for 8-day riverboat cruise. (B,L,D)
Overnight Mekong cruise

DAY 4 Cruise: Caibe, Sadec, Vinh Long

Morning visit of Cai Be and its colorful floating market.
Afternoon board a traditional Sampan boat for an excursion
to Sa Dec via Vinh Long. Sail along canals and backwaters 
then see the local market and the ancient house of Mr Huyen
Thuy Le, the ‘lover’ of Marguerite Duras, a famous French    
novelist. (B,L,D)
Overnight Mekong cruise

DAY 5 Cruise: Chau Doc

Sightseeing in Chau doc by small boats: Cham tribal 
village & a cat fish farm. 
Afternoon: cruise up Mekong channel to Cambodian 
border. (B,L,D)
Overnight Mekong cruise

DAY 6 Cruise: Phnom Penh, Cambodia

Arrive Phnom Penh. Morning sightseeing on private 
“cyclo” provided by a charity center helping the cyclo drivers. 
Afternoon sightseeing: visits to the Killing Fields, Tuol 
Sleng / S21 detention center. (B,L,D)
Overnight Mekong cruise

DAY 7 Cruise: Tonle River

Excursion by Tonle River to Kampong Chhnang. Then 
discover the wetlands by motorboat
(Pandaw Explorer) around the mouth of the river. (B,L,D)
Overnight Mekong cruise
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Enjoy the relaxed atmosphere aboard
this replica of a colonial river steamer.
Decorated in teak & brass, public areas
include promenade decks, sun deck with
bar, air conditioned salon bar, spa, gym
and library. The ship has only 24 cabins
and crew-to-passenger-ratio of 1:2.

The dining room offers a choice of local
cuisine and exotic foods, and can
accommodate European alternatives
and special diets. Pandaw includes
local soft drinks, local beers and local
spirits throughout the day. 

On board activities vary, but include
cooking, fruit carving, exploring local
markets with our chefs, guide & film
presentations, ship tours, and more.
There are also special events planned -
a welcome dinner, cocktail parties,
themed dinners, a farewell gala dinner,
evening performances & more.

All the scheduled shore excursions are
included, and are accompanied by
members of the crew with first aid kits,
water and cold towels. Wifi (where
available) and tipping for the crew is
also included. 

YOUR SHIP: THE RV MEKONG PANDAW

DAY 8 Cruise: Kampong Cham 

Morning stop: Chong Koh silk-weaving village for a 
walk at leisure.
Afternoon stop at Peam Chi Kang village to visit the 
wat or monastery then the school.  (B,L,D)
Overnight Mekong cruise

DAY 9 Cruise: Kampong Cham area

Morning sightseeing: the hilltop temple of Wat hanchey.
Afternoon: travel by bus to visit the Twin Holy 
mountains of Phnom Pros and Phnom Srey then visit
an ecotourism village (B,L,D)
Overnight Mekong cruise

DAY 10 Disembark Cruise & to Siem Reap

Morning disembark and drive to Siem Reap. En route
stop at Kampong Thom.
Afternoon sightseeing: Angkor Wat & sunset at Phnom
Bakheng. (B,L)
Overnight in Siem Reap

DAY 11 Siem Reap  

Morning sightseeing: Ta Phrom & Angkor Thom.
Afternoon at leisure. (B)
Overnight Siem reap

DAY 12 Depart Siem Reap 

At leisure until transfer hotel to airport.
Tour ends. (B)

PANDAW
R I V E R  A D V E N T U R E S
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MYANMAR

Myanmar (formerly Burma) remains one of the
most mysterious and undiscovered destinations in
the world. It is endowed with a rich ecological
diversity, and is home to about 300 mammal
species, 300 reptiles and more than 100 birds
species. It is a land of breathtaking beauty and
charm, yet only recently emerging into the modern
world.

Myanmar is called the “Golden Land” because
Myanmars love gold, and they have used it
everywhere - on pagodas, in monasteries, for royalty
and more. Most pagodas in Myanmar are covered
with gold leaf, or gold paint. Visit Myanmar and you
will see gold-covered monuments in every direction.

LOCATION & GEOGRAPHY

Myanmar is situated in southeast Asia, bordered
primarily by China, Thailand, and India, with a
long coastline facing the Andaman Sea and the
Bay of Bengal. The central lowlands, the
Irrawaddy basin, is surrounded on three sides by
densely forested mountains and plateaus, with
the highpoint  being Hkakabo Razi (192905 ft.).
Most people live in the fertile valley and delta of
the Irrawaddy River. 

Myanmar’s flight gateways are Yangon and
Mandalay, with connecting service into other
cities.

CLIMATE & SEASONS

Myanmar has three seasons: hot (Mar. to May), rainy
(June to Oct.), and cold (Nov. to Feb.). Temperatures
in the highlands average 700F, while the coast and
delta areas average 900F.

HISTORY

Though Pondaung Man can be traced to have lived
in Myanmar 40 million years ago, the best records
show a strong Myanmar empire starting about 300
BC. The following centuries saw a succession of
strong and successful kings. In 1885, the royal family
was taken to India and Myanmar fell under the
British Rule, becoming a British Colony from until
1948. Independence from Britain was followed by
isolationism and socialism; and military
governments have ruled Myanmar since 1962.
Recent political changes have the country opening
up to welcome foreign visitors and business.

CULTURE 

Myanmar has 135 national races, with more than
100 ethnic groups who dominant the border and
mountainous areas. The majority of Myanmar's
people are ethnic Burmese. Myanmar is a resource-
rich country with a strong agricultural base, and is
a leading producer of gems, jade, and teak, though
the people do not share in the wealth, and the
Burmese people remain poor, most depending on
agriculture for their livelihood.

Size 261,228 sq. miles

Population 6.0 million

Languages Myanmar or Burmese, ethnic 
dialects; English is widely 
spoken

Religion Buddhism 67%

Currency Official currency is the Kyat

Visa Required & limited.

AT A GLANCE

MYANMAR



YANGON

This is a colonial-era city filled wide tree-lined avenues, tranquil lakes, and shimmering stupas that seem to
float above the treetops. Golden temples and monuments abound, amid the humble surroundings. 

BAGAN

Bagan sits on a riverside plain dotted with thousands of 800-year old temples and pagodas, and is one of the
richest archaeological sites in Asia. 
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DAY 1 ARRIVE YANGON
Arrive in Yangon. Welcome & hotel 
transfer. 
Afternoon sightseeing:  Gaba Aye Pagoda, 
Mahapasana Cave, Chaukhtatgyi Pagoda, 
Sule Pagoda, Mahabandoola Park & City 
Center. 
Evening: visit Shwedagon Pagoda & 
Dinner show. (L,D)
Overnight Yangon

DAY 2 YANGON TO BAGAN
Fly to Bagan. Morning: Shwezigon 
Pagoda & Ananda Temple.  
Afternoon: Thatbyinnyu, Htilominlo & 
Dhamannyangyi Temples, sunset cruise. 
Dinner with puppet show at Nanda.
(B,L,D)
Overnight Bagan 

DAY 3 BAGAN TO YANGON

Morning: Nyaung Oo local market, 
Manuha & Nanphaya Temples, 
Sulamuni Temple & NatHlaung Kyaung. 

Afternoon: Visit Myingaba Village, then 
fly to Yangon. 

Dinner at local Yangon restaurant. 
(B,L,D)

Overnight Yangon 

DAY 4 DEPART YANGON 
Sightseeing: Botataung Pagoda, 
Nanthida jetty, Bogyoke Market. 
Transfer to airport. Tour ends. (B)

TASTE OF MYANMAR
4 DAYS / 3 NIGHTS   - ROUNDTRIP YANGON - CODE: MCL - R1
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DAY 1 ARRIVE YANGON
Arrive in Yangon. 
Afternoon sightseeing:  Gaba Aye 
Pagoda, Mahapasana Cave, 
Chaukhtatgyi Pagoda, Sule Pagoda, 
Mahabandoola Park & City Center. 
Evening: visit Shwedagon Pagoda & 
Dinner show. (L,D)
Overnight Yangon

DAY 2 YANGON TO BAGAN
Fly to Bagan. Morning: Shwezigon 
Pagoda & Ananda Temple.  
Afternoon: Thatbyinnyu, Htilominlo & 
Dhamannyangyi Temples, sunset cruise. 
Dinner with puppet show at Nanda. 
(B,L,D)
Overnight Bagan 

DAY 3 BAGAN & MT. POPA

Day tour to Mt. Popa: Popa Taungkalat 
shrine, view 37 Mahagiri Nats statues, 
lunch at Popa Mountain Resort. 
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MANDALAY

Established as Burma’s capital city in 1857 by King Mindon, Mandalay sits in a strategic position along the
Ayeyarwaddy River. Today it is Myanmar’s second largest city, and a commercial and cultural center. 

INLE LAKE

Inle Lake, a natural beauty 2,900 feet above sea level. With its calm waters dotted with floating vegetation
and fishing canoes, and backdrop of soaring scenic hills, the lake is a photographer’s dream.

Sightseeing here includes boat excursions to see floating gardens of lush with vegetables and flowers, and to
meet the Inthars, “leg rowers” who row standing up with one leg wrapped around an oar. 
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MYANMAR EXPLORER
6 DAYS / 5 NIGHTS   - ROUNDTRIP YANGON
CODE: MCL - R2
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Afternoon sightseeing near Bagan: 
Nyaung Oo local market, Minanthu 
village, toddy palm farms. Evening: 
Sunset at Mingalarzedi. (B,L,D)
Overnight Bagan

DAY 4 BAGAN TO INLE LAKE
Morning: Fly to Heho & drive to Inle 
Lake. Boat excursion to Phaung Daw Oo 
Pagoda (Oct.-Nov. see Phaungdawoo 
Pagoda festival.)  
Afternoon: Floating Gardens, meet 
Inthar people, Silversmith & traditional 
workshops. Evening: Nge Phe Chaung 
monastery & sunset cruise on Inle Lake. 
(B,L,D)         
Overnight Inle Lake 

DAY 5 INLE LAKE TO YANGON
Sightseeing by boat: Indein village & In 
Dein Temple complex. 
Late afternoon fly to Yangon. (B,L,D) 
Overnight Yangon 

DAY 6 DEPART YANGON
Sightseeing: Botataung Pagoda, 
Nanthida jetty, Bogyoke Market. 
Transfer to airport. Tour ends. (B)
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ITS RECOMMENDED HOTELS IN MAIN CITIES

HA NOI VIET NAM

HALONG BAY

SOFITEL LEGEND METROPOLE (5* LUXURY HOTEL) 

The Metropole is an award-winning French colonial-style hotel positioned in the
heart of Ha Noi. The first Sofitel Legend property offers 364 rooms and suites,
complemented by a choice of three restaurants, three bars, seven function rooms,
a heated swimming pool, health club and the luxurious Le Spa du Metropole.

LA RÉSIDENCE HUE HÔTEL & SPA (5* HOTEL)

Celebrate the charms of art deco’s golden age. A member of the MGallery collection
of memorable hotels by Accor, La Résidence Hue Hôtel & Spa is an enchanting
boutique hotel on the banks of the fabled Perfume River overlooking the former
Imperial Citadel. With 122 rooms and suites, La Résidence Hôtel & Spa is truly a
boutique hotel and great care has been taken to preserve the charm, comfort and
atmosphere of a classic colonial villa.

NOVOTEL HALONG BAY (4* HOTEL)

Located in the heart of Bai Chay - Ha Long City, overlooking the UNESCO World
Heritage listed Halong Bay. The Novotel has been designed combining both
European and Asian influences to provide a harmonious and relaxing atmosphere.
The hotel features 214 contemporary rooms with splendid view on the Bay. 

INDOCHINA SAILS (4* CRUISE)

Backed by over ten years experience hosting international guests on the tranquil
waters of Halong Bay, Indochina Sails has set a new standard for luxury cruising.
The first company to offer overnight cruises on the bay, they are now widely known
as the number one choice for discerning travellers. Their fleet of six newly built
wooden junks is designed in time-honoured traditional style, with contemporary
and luxurious cabins and facilities. 

MÖVENPICK HA NOI (4* HOTEL)

The Mövenpick Hotel Ha Noi is conveniently located in the heart of Hanoi’s central
business district, 5 minutes away from the city center. The hotel features distinctive
French architecture with 154 well-appointed rooms and suites. The hotel is tailored
to meet the needs of discerning corporate, leisure and travelers.

CHURCH BOUTIQUE HOTEL NHA THO

Built as Presbytery House, the hotel was one of Old Quarter’s first edifications of
the Cathedral – converted into a hotel in 2002 set the standard for hotels that
followed. Ten years later, after undergoing a multi-million dollar renovation, this
is Old Quarter’s newest boutique hotel. The original Church Boutique Hotel Nha
Tho is a sanctuary of sumptuous dining, and self-indulgent relaxation, on the
heart of the Old Quarter. The hotel offers 35 rooms.

VIET NAM

HUE VIET NAM
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HOTEL SAIGON MORIN (4* HOTEL)

Built in 1901 by the French businessmen, Mr. Bogarde, the hotel was the first one
in Central Viet Nam. 

After suffering heavy damage by the Typhoon of 1904, the hotel was transferred
into the hands of Mr. Guerin and renamed "The Grand Hotel de Hue". 1907 -
Morin's Brothers possessed the Property enlarged and upgraded it to the best
hotel in Hue. The Hotel boats 180 rooms including 18 suites provide guests with
excellent service and facilities.

HOI AN VIET NAM

THE NAM HAI (5*HOTEL)

The stunning all villa resort located on pristine Hoi An Beach features sixty one-bedroom
retreats as well as forty privately owned two-to-five bedroom residences each with a
private infinity pool. The unique and gracious culture of Central Viet Nam combines with
The Nam Hai’s unprecedented splendor to deliver one of the world’s foremost luxury
experiences.  

PALM GARDEN RESORT (5*HOTEL)

Set on 5 hectares of landscaped tropical garden in an enviable beach location,
Palm Garden Resort offers a green environment with over 400 species of palm
trees and plants right along a 220-meter stretch of the famous Cua Dai Beach in
the UNESCO-recognized world heritage site of Hoi An Ancient City. The hotel has
a total of 188 well-decorated rooms that vary from standard to suite rooms and
also twenty bungalows.

HOI AN HISTORIC HOTEL (4* HOTEL)

Established in 1991, the Hoi An Hotel is admired for its location, charm, and world-
class facilities. Guests can access stunning Cua Dai beach, 4km East, by hopping
on a shuttle bus that runs on the 15 minutes. It is also a quick walk to the Old
Town (where clients will inevitably go to visit the tailor's). The hotel provides 150
international-standard rooms and suites in low rise blocks spaced throughout
lush, shady grounds.

HO CHI MINH CITY

PARK HYATT SAIGON (5* HOTEL)

Experience the essence of the modern Vietnamese lifestyle at Park Hyatt Saigon,
a 5-star hotel situated at Lam Son Square in Ho Chi Minh City (HCMC) centre.
Hyatt’s 244 rooms and suites redefine urban luxury, blending sophisticated design
and décor with the latest modern comforts. 

VIET NAM
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SIEM REAP CAMBODIA

PHNOM PENH CAMBODIA

CARAVELLE HOTEL (5* HOTEL)

The Caravelle has been at the center of Saigon society since the hotel was opened
in 1959. In 1998, an elegant 24-storey tower was built as a complement to the
original 10-storey building. With commanding views of the city and an enviable
location opposite the Opera House, the landmark hotel is at the heart of a city
once renowned as the Pearl of the Orient. Caravelle Hotel has 335 superbly
appointed rooms and suites.

SOFITEL ANGKOR PHOKEETHRA (5* HOTEL)

Sofitel Angkor Phokeethra offers five-star accommodation close to the magnificent
Angkor Wat World Heritage Site. Experience pure luxury-consistently rated as Siem
Reap's best-which beautifully combines Khmer and French architectural design.
Enjoy the resort's many features including landscaped gardens, 5 restaurants, 2 bars,
indulgent Spa, Cambodia's largest free form swimming pool and the world class 18-
hole golf course-the Phokeethra Country Club (25min drive from the hotel).

VICTORIA ANGKOR RESORT & SPA (4-5* HOTEL)

Within the five star Victoria Angkor Resort & Spa enjoy the comfort, elegance and
superb refinement of the French Art de Vivre in the heart of Siem Reap. The
building's graceful colonial architecture of the 1930's provides a sense of peaceful
tranquility. The 120 rooms and 9 suites all have the distinctive Victoria touch.

INTERCONTINENTAL PHNOM PENH (5* HOTEL)

InterContinental Phnom Penh is located in the capital of the Kingdom of
Cambodia. The landmark hotel is the centerpiece of a secure integrated commercial
and retail complex overlooking a lush Khmer inspired garden. Highly recognized
levels of service await guests in each of our 346 rooms and suites; all appointed
with high speed internet access, spacious bathrooms and panoramic views of the
Phnom Penh skyline.

PHNOM PENH HOTEL (4* HOTEL)

Located in the heart of the city, on Monivong Boulevard, the hotel is within a short
distance from the embassies, banks and government offices that are well known
throughout the city. The hotel features 407 rooms, suites and service apartments.

DUXTON HOTEL SAIGON (4* HOTEL)

Located right in the heart of vibrant Ho Chi Minh City, the Duxton Hotel Saigon is
a luxury 4 star boutique hotel offering a refined and relaxing environment for
business and leisure travellers alike. The hotel features 198 rooms & suites.
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VIENTIANE LAOS

LUANG PRABANG LAOS

DONCHAN PALACE HOTEL (5* HOTEL)

Stunningly situated along the new promenade of Mekong River adjacent to the
King Anouvong monument in the historic Si Muang area. WIthin easy reach to the
Embassies, main business district, major cultural sites and ancient temples, this
leading 5-star hotel in Laos provides impeccable services and facilities whether
for your business or leisure needs.

LA RESIDENCE PHOU VAO (5* HOTEL)

Positioned atop a hill, with stunning mountain views, La Résidence Phou Vao is
an unforgettable place to stay. Its calm, tranquil ambience echoes that of the
sleepy World Heritage town of Luang Prabang-former royal capital of Laos-spread
out below. This Orient-Express hotel is known for its wonderful French-influenced
local cuisine and an open-air spa beside a water lily pool. Relax, soak up the
atmosphere and enjoy stepping back into a more gracious era.

VILLA SANTI HOTEL (4* HOTEL)

In the historic quarter of Luang Prabang, a century old royal mansion has been
renovated into intimate 20 room’s boutique hotel, the Villa Santi Hotel. Furnished
with both modern amenities and antiques from the royal family, the Villa Santi is
the epitome of style and comfort in the former royal capital.

MERCURE VIENTIANE (4* HOTEL)

Mercure Vientiane is a 4 star-hotel that caters to both business and leisure
travellers. This charming hotel is positioned conveniently close to Mekong River,
the Vientiane waterfront and town centre with its many restaurants, cafes and
bars. It also offers easy access to tourist attractions including temples and night
markets. 172 Spacious, contemporary in design, and adaptable, the Mercure room
is truly a place for living, perfect for all your needs.

RANGOON MYANMAR

THE GOVERNOR’S RESIDENCE (5* HOTEL)

A romantic, colonial-style mansion dating from the 1920s, The Governor's
Residence is redolent of the days when it was home to the ruler of Burma’s
southern states. Set in a verdant garden dotted with lotus pools, the hotel is truly
magical at the end of a day spent visiting the majestic Shwedagon Pagoda. Dinner
is served alfresco in the balmy evening air by lantern-light, as tropical fragrances
scent the breeze.

PARK ROYAL YANGON (4* HOTEL)

Body, mind and spirit are luxuriously catered to at Park Royal Yangon hotel. The
hotel stands in the heart of Myanmar’s capital city, just a short walk from
renowned heritage sites. Myanmar’s rich heritage and artistic culture can be seen
and felt in all 267 premium rooms and suites at our Yangon accommodation.
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1.   RESERVATIONS 
ITS contact details for reservations:
Email:  info@itsvietnam.com * Internet: http://www.itsvietnam.com
Phone:+84 4 62514052 - Facsimile: +84 4 62514051

2. PAYMENT 
All product pricing is quoted in United States Dollars.

The invoiced tour price is payable at least 45 DAYS PRIOR TO ARRIVAL of the client
(start of journey). Payment shall be made in US dollars, into the account specified
in the invoice. All the bank fees are on the sender (with extra about 25usd -40usd
per each transaction). Payment by credit card is accepted. If payment is by credit
card, a 4% fee will be added for American Express, and 3.5% for Visa or Master Card. 

Non-payment in advance will result in cancellation of tour, unless Agent credit terms
are arranged in advance with ITS. 

Any cancellation charges levied by suppliers will be charged to Agent. 

3.  CANCELLATION
Cancellation fees will apply as follows:

• 46 days before arrival - no cancellation fee (except special note for groups or
bookings in peak season)

• 45 to 30 days before arrival date - 10% of tour price
• 29 to 15 days before arrival date - 30% of tour price
• 14 to 6 days before arrival date - 50% of tour price
• Less than 6 days - no show - 100% of tour price

4.   INSURANCE
It is a condition of booking with every Agent that Agent ensures its Clients have
adequate insurance cover. Such insurance cover should provide sufficient coverage
against unexpected cancellation charges, journey delays, medical costs that might
be incurred while travelling overseas, loss of money, or belongings, or personal
liability claims. In the event of a claim for loss or damages, in the first instance Client
and/or Agent should make such claim through the Insurance provider. 

5. JURISDICTION
Any dispute which cannot be settled on mutual compromise will be settled at the
Court where ITS is located.

TOUR CONDITIONS

1. UNUSED TOUR FEATURES
Any unused tour features either on air transportation or for land arrangements are
not refundable or exchangeable.

2. TOUR PRICE GUARANTEE

All tour prices are in US dollars and are based on tariffs and rates of currency
exchange in effect at the time of printing. These rates are subject to change as
deemed necessary and fair by Indochina Travel Services. Your tour prices are
guaranteed once Indochina Travel Services has received your full payment. Only
currency surcharges, flight schedule changes which require additional nights and
cost to be added to the package will result in an assessment to each passenger.

3. BAGGAGE
Baggage is at owner’s risk throughout. 
Baggage allowance varies by airline and is subject to change at any time. For up to
date baggage allowance restrictions, Please contact airlines for your detailed
information baggage allowance for domestic flight in Vietnam and inter-Asia flight
is one piece at 20kg only. Excess baggage charge and insurance is at the owner’s
responsibility.

4. PASSPORT
All customers’ passports must be valid for at least 6 months from the return
date of your trip. 

5. VISA 
Entry visa, in general, required for going to Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam

6. CHARGE FOR CHILDREN
For children 11 years and under, if they share a room with parents or 2 adults and
not ask for an extra bed, the cost is 75% of a regular adult price; if they need a bed
in the same room with parent(s) or adult(s) the cost with be 90% of the regular
adult price. Children 12 and older will be charged at the regular adult price.

RESPONSIBILITY

Indochina Travel Services, as tour operator, acts only as an agent for contracted
services. All travel arrangements included in this trip are made on participant’s
behalf upon the express condition that neither Indochina Travel Services nor its
agents shall be liable responsible in the absence of its (or their) negligence for any
direct, indirect, consequential harm, or irregularity of any kind which may be
accessioned by reason of any act or omission of any person or entity, including
without limitation, any act of negligence or breach of contract of any third party
such as an airline, train, motor coach, private car, cruise vessel, boat, or any other
conveyance, hotel, sightseeing provider, local ground-handler, restaurant, etc. which
is to or does supply any goods or services for this trip. Participant understands that
Indochina Travel Services neither owns nor operates such third party suppliers and
accordingly agrees to seek remedies directly and only with those suppliers and not
hold Indochina Travel Services responsible for their acts, omissions or commissions.
Without their limiting the foregoing, Indochina Travel Services and its agents are
not responsible for any losses or expenses due to delay or changes of schedule,
overbooking of accommodations, default of any third parties, sickness, weather,
strike, acts of God, acts of terrorism, force majeure, acts of government’s civil
disturbances, war, quarantine, customs regulations, epidemics, criminal activity or
for any other cause beyond its control. All such losses or expenses have to be borne
and paid for bye the participant.

Indochina Travel Services accepts no responsibility for value, reliability, quality or
authenticity of any goods purchased while on tour or for any mailing, freight or
shipping arrangements.

Indochina Travel Services reserves the right to decline to accept or retain any person
as tour participant, should such person’s health, mental condition, physical infirmity
or general deportment impede the operation of the tour or the rights, welfare or
enjoyment of other tour participant.

Indochina Travel Services reserves the right to substitute hotels and alter the
itinerary, withdraw any tour and make any desirable alternation for the convenience
of the operation of tours.

Indochina Travel Services accepts no responsibility for cost which may occur as a
result of a participant failing to secure adequate insurance coverage, which coverage
is highly recommended. 

Indochina Travel Services is not responsible for participant’s visa or passport
requirements nor will a refund or unused service be made, nor the reimbursement
of any additional expenditure if the participant is denied the entry to a country for
this or any other reason.

The issuance of tickets and vouchers shall be deemed to be consent to the above
terms and conditions.

BOOKING CONDITIONS
GENERAL TOUR INCLUSIONS: Hotel accommodation including breakfast, meals as indicated in itinerary, private tour with English speaking guide, all entrance fees, boat
excursions as per itinerary, land tour and transfers with A/C vehicle, domestic air tickets.

TOUR EXCLUSIONS: International air tickets; visa; meals not noted in the itinerary; beverages, tips & personal expenses; extra charge for travel & services on Tet,
Christmas, New Year or other Public Holidays. 





HEAD OFFICE

Suite 1705, Artex Building, 172 Ngoc Khanh St., Ba Dinh Dist., Ha Noi
Tel: + 84 4 6251 4052     Fax: + 84 4 6251 4051
Email: info@itsvietnam.com     Website: www.itsvietnam.com

US CONTACT

Tel: 626 927 9896    Fax: 626 236 9379
Email: ussales@itsvietnam.com

Incoming Vietnam - Laos - Cambodia - Myanmar
INDOCHINA TRAVEL SERVICES (ITS)


